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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CPCZ LEADERS SPEAK TO REGIONAL PLENA 
Central Bohemia: Karel Hoffmann 
Prague SVOBODA in Czech 21 Dec 79 pp 1,2 
[Excerpt] CPCZ Kraj Committee Plenum Held Yesterday in Prague 


Prague--A few days after the 14th CPCZ Central Committee 
plenary session a plenum of the party's kraj committee 

was held in Prague yesterday which dealt with implementing 
the 1979 economic plan and with insuring the last year of 
the Sixth Five-Year Plan. K. Hoffmann, member of the 

CPCZ Central Committee and chairman of the Central Trade 
Union Council, attended the session. 


During the discussion K. Hoffmann .ihen spoke. He expressed appreciation 
for the concrete, individualized approach of the kraj's communists to 
elaboration of conclusions of the 14th CPCZ Central Committee plenum. 

The demanding tasks of the last year of the five-year plan require from 
each of us that we work even harder, better manage and organize work at 
each workplace and mobilize the workers to fulfill the goals of our 
economic policy in a more well thought-out manner. It is necessary to 
utilize control activity so that the adopted resolutions will be more 
consistently brought to life. Citing examples Comrade Hoffmann showed the 
great possibilities which exist in the kraj for increased work quality and 
achievement of material and energy savings. He emphasized that we have 
enough forces and experience to remove problems and cope with tasks very 
well. The guaranty for this lies in the fact that an overwhelming majority 
of the working people support the party's policy. 


Norti Bohemia: Mikulas Beno 
Usti Nad Labem PRUBOJ in Czech 21 Dec 79 pp 1,2 
[Excerpt] From The Session of the CPCZ North Bohemia Kraj Committee 


Usti Nad Labem--Yesterday the CPCZ North Bohemia Kraj 
Committee met for its 10th session at which it dealt 
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with CPCZ Central Committee conclusions, reviewed the 
results achieved in the past 4 years of the Sixth Five- 
Year Plan and set up the principal tasks for 1980 in 
industry, agriculture and the local economy of the 
North Bohemia Kraj. 


Comrade Bohumil Cejka, secretary of the CPCZ North 
Bohemia Kraj Committee, in his opening address, welcomed 
Comrade Mikulas Beno, secretary of the CPCZ Central 
Committee, members of the CPCZ Central Committee, 

CPCZ Central Control and Audit Commission from the 

North Bohemia Kraj, members of the leadership of the 
CPCZ KKRK [Kraj Control and Audit Comission], permanent 
protocol members and invited guests. 


Comrade Mikulas Beno, secretary of the CPCz Central Committee was also a 
speaker. In the name of the CPCZ Central Committee and Comrade Gustav Husak, 
secretary general, he thanked the communists of the kraj organization and 
all the working people of the North Bohemia Kraj for the existing successful 
implementation of tasks. He especially expressed appreciation to the North 
Bohemia miners for the devotion and initiative with which they fight to 
fulfill demanding tasks in coal mining and earth removal. The self- 
sacrificing work of women in the consumer goods industry also deserves 
appreciation. He further pointed out the significance of the North Bohemia 
Kraj in the develcopmeat of our economy and the necessity to solve the 
problems brought about by this development. 


Next year's demanding problems, emphasized Comrade Beno, require that we 
carry out a thorough analysis of the existing development everywhere, a 
critical analysis of existing possibilities and, on the basis of this the 
demanding tasks of next year's plan. And concrete implementation of these 
measures must be the principle work standard for everyone of us. 


The demanding character of the 1980 plan also determines the character of 
party work during the next year. The communists must be at the head of 
efforts to fulfill tasks and improve the quality and effectiveness of all 
work. 


West Bohemia: Milos Jakes 
Plzen PRAVDA in Czech 21 Dec 79 pp 1.2 


[Text] The Party‘s West Bohemia Kraj Committee Was in Session in Plzen 
Yesterday 


Plzen--A session of the CPCZ West Bohemia Kraj Committee 

was held yesterday in the Victorious February Kraj Political 
School in Plzen. Participating was Milos Jakes, presidium 
candidate and CPCZ Central Committee secretary. The main 
item on the agenda was the report of the CPCZ Kraj Committee 
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presidium--results of plan fulfillment in the area of 
the 1979 national economy and the main tasks of national 
economic development in 1980. 


Milos Jakes, presidium candidate and CPCZ Central Committee secretary, also 
spoke during the course of the proceedings. He expressed appreciation for 
the critical approach and concrete nature of the report and the discussion 
taking place and empahsized that it is necessary to bring this approach, 
together with the conclusions of the 14th session of the CPCZ Central Com 
mittee, to every basic organization and to every individual. It is necessary 
that everyone know exactly what the tasks of his workplace are resulting from 
the 1980 plan and at the same time to draw the appropriate conclusions against 
those who do not fulfill their obligations. 


The communists and leading personnel must know how to say to all those who 
are only having a free ride that they do not have the right to the same pay 
as honest workers. To renew this fundamental principle of socialism means 
to contribute to the solution of today's problems concerning the shortage 
of manpower, low number of work shifts, and bad quality of products. 


Criticism, together with control by party organs, is one of the most inm- 
portant tools of the people's education and, together with correct party 
personnel policy, it is the key to fulfillment of demanding tasks and the 
removal of shortcomings. 


Comrade Milos Jakes also expressed appreciation for the share of the West 
Bohemia party organization and the kraj's working people in achieving 
results and expressed his conviction that in the year of the 35th 
anniversary of Czechoslovakia's iiberation by the Soviet army our kraj too 
will successfully and honorably cope with the tasks assigned. 


East Bohemia: Josef Havlin 
Hradec Kralove POCHODEN in Czech 21 Dec 79 p 1 
[Excerpt] Session of the East Bohemia CPCZ Kraj Committee 


The CPCZ East Bohemia Kraj Committee was in session in 
Hradec Kralove yesterday. The discussions were attended 
by Comrade Josef Havlin, CPCZ Central Committee secretary. 


Also participating in the discussion was Comrade Josef Havlin, CPCZ Central 
Committee secretary who expressed appreciation for the active and creative 
approach of the East Bohemia party organization to the solution of demanding 
national economic tasks in the current period. He emphasized the signifi- 
cance of conclusions adopted by the 14th CPCZ Central Committee session 
according to which party thinking, accomplishment of society-wide interests, 
personal responsibility for every decision and the communist daring freedom 
represent the basic requirements for the work of every management worker. 
Comrade Havlin also mentioned in his address it is true that external 








economic influences create difficult conditions but they are by far not 
the decisive cause of the low level of some products and their quality. 


Comrade Havlin stated that conclusions of the 14th CPCZ Central Committee 
session are the impetus for analysis of society's further development. We 
rust thoroughly consider and apply the idea from the concluding address of 
Comrade Gustav Husak, secretary general of CPCZ Central Committee session 
that the key to mastering the demanding tasks which we are facing is in 
the people, improving the quality of personnel work so that its demanding 
nature will correspond to present needs. 


North Moravia: Josef Fojtik 
Ostrava NUVA SVOBODA in Czech 19 Dec 79 pp 1,2 
Discussions of the North Moravia CPCZ Kraj Committee Plenum 


[Excerpt] Ostrava--The two-day plenary session of the 
North Moravia CPCZ Kraj Committee was opened yesterday 
in the Atom social facility in Ostrava by Comrade 

Zdenek Krc, member of the presidium and secretary of 

the CPCZ Kraj Committee. He welcomed Comrade Jan Fojtik, 
leader of the CPCZ Central Committee delegation and 
secretary of the party's central committee. 


From Comrade Jan Fojtik's address 
We Shall Honorably Master the Tasks 


On the plenum's agenda was a comprehensive fundamental address by Comrade 
Jan Fojtik, leader of the CPCZ Central Committee delegation and secretary 
of the party's central committee. In the introduction he emphasized the 
importance of the matter under discussion--further development of our 
national economy under conditions of the North Moravia Kraj, on the basis 
of action of the 14th CPCZ Central Committee plenum. 


The report of the North Moravia CPCZ Kraj Committee presidium provides 
orientation for the elaboration of CPCZ Central Committee plenum's 
conclusions. The discussion also confirmed the responsibility and 
principled character of the party's kraj committee in dealing with matters 
of our economy. The overall situation depends to a great extent on how 
these matters will be solved in the North Moravia Kraj, especially in 

fuels, energy, metallurgy as well as in a number of other important branches 
such as engineering, the consumer goods industry, and the like. 


The 14th CPCZ Central Committee session gave the necessary analysis ard 
characteristics of the contemporary situation in our economy, pointed up 

the problems, what must be done to solve them and to overcome difficulties-- 
and mainly: the way forward in our economy. Proceeding in a similar 

manner are the party's kraj and okres committees and it is necessary to 
apply this active procedure in all the party organizations, in every 
enterprise. 
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In dealing with economic matters we have tied in with the successful 
results achieved; we are leaning upon them. We must know how to justly 
appreciate the people's work, give the working people healthy self- 
confidence, strengthen their conviction of the correctness of their work, 
evaluate the results of initiative and self-sacrifice. If we do a little 
of hard thinking on what we have achieved during the 4 years of the five- 
year plan then we have every reason for such appreciation. The more so 
because the good results were achieved under this year's very unfavorable 
conditions which are well known. 


Some people who were self-satisfied before became uncertain now when un- 
expected problems suddenly arose. It is necessary to reject excessive 
criticism and skepticism. Whatever is happening in the world undoubtedly 
affects us; the socialist economic mechanism, however, has its own power 
of resistance, its potency. Our economic system has immense possibilities 
not only for resisting unfavorable aspects but also for developing further. 
This is evident from the development of the last years. Of course, we 
must also face objective impacts. 


The party's kraj and okres committee sessions and membership meetings in 
January and February will futher increase the activity of our entire party 
so that in all workplaces the working people will understand our economic 
policy, know its goals, the actual situation as to difficulties we encounter 
in implementing the intents. It is necessary to involve the widest circle 
of competent workers and all pertinent work collectives in actively coping 
with difficulties. This of course requires a close tie-in of management, 
political-organizational and educational wor’. 


It is the task of political-educationsi work that everyone know what we 
are getting into, what we can expec:, and what is required of us. What is 
decisive, what will determine our way forward is that we master the tasks 
which we are facing that we form tne party as a fighting organization, 
that we develop political-educaticnal and political-organizational work 
along with the solution of econorzdc problems. The CPCZ membership card 
exchange contributed significarcly in strengthening the party's capability 
to act, intensifying its Marxi:t-Leninist unity, its influence on the 
workers and strengthening its leading role. 


The line of the 15th CPC% Congress in all of its fundamental points stems 
from the Lesson from the Crisis Development and from the 14th Congress. 

It has continuity with the present time, it persists and is valid. It 

will be developed in all its fundamental features at the 16th CPCZ Congress. 


Comrade Fojtik spoke further about international political matters and in 
conclusion expressed his conviction that the communists, all the working 
people in the North Moravia Kraj, will continue as they have so far, to 
master present and future tasks and will houestly contribute to overcoming 
complexities encountered in the further successful development of the 
entire republic. He expressed his conviction that the coming year will be 
a time of the party's successful fight, a great effort, which will bring 


5 











results and will be good preparation for the 16th CPCZ Congress as well as 
a dignified celebration of the 35th anniversary of the liberation of our 
homeland by the Soviet army. 


South Moravia: Josef Kempny 
Brno ROVNOST in Czech 15 Dec 79 pp 1,3 


[Excerpt] The Party's South Moravia Kraj Committee on Fulfillment of the 
Plan and the Tasks for 1980 


Brno--Fulfillment of the Economic-political directive of 
tue 15th CPCZ Congress under conditions of the South 
Moravia Kraj in 1979 and preparation of the plan for 
1980 in accordance with conclusions of the 14th CPCZ 
Central Committee were on the agenda of the party's 

kraj Committee plenary session in Brno yesterday. This 
session directed by Karel Neubert, member of the Central 
Committee and leading secretary of the CPCZ Kraj Com- 
mittee, was attended by Josef Kempny, member of the 
presidium and secretary of the CPCZ Central Committee, 
members of the CPCZ Kraj Control and Audit Commission, 
leading secretaries of the CPCZ Okres Committees, and 
secretaries of the CPCZ Committees for party work in 
industry. 


In his address Comrade Josef Kempny concentrated upon an explanation of 
conclusions of the 14th CPCZ Central Committee plenum and what wiil be 
decisive for their implementation. In the introduction he stated that the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan is ending next year and thus the complex and demanding 
period in which there were long-term factors: the growth of raw material 
prices in world markets, rapid progress of scientific-technological develop- 
ment, and further intensification of capitalism's general crisis. In 
addition to energy problems, the supply of metals and food came to the 
foreground. However, we succeeded in mitigating these unfavorable influences, 
the reason being that in international economic cooperation we are pre- 
dominantly oriented toward the socialist economic countries, especially 

the Soviet Union. In spite of this it will be our main concern to cope 

with these influences within our economy. 


Next year's pian will be demanding also, continued Comrade Kempny, because 
it is at the same time the start of the Seventh Five-Year Plan and forms 

its foundation. We must also realize that the draft of this plan includes 

a maximum of resources which we must make available; on the other hand it 
represents a minimum of what the party will require from the communists 

in the management apparatus. All products should have the desirable 

utility values and should cover the actual needs of domestic and foreign 
markets. Learning how to best evaluate the purchased materials, to apply 
science and technology in practice, these are today's urgent needs requi ring 
immediate solution. The preferential criterion of our work must be 








implementation of the qualitative aspects of the economy. Today, more 
than ever before the principles of effectiveness and quality of all work 
are valid as was clearly formulated by the 15th party congress. 


These criteria, emphasized Comrade Kempny, also have key significance for 
our engineering and capital investment. Engineering is faced with the 
task of again becoming an export branch coming up with the offer of an 
assortment «' high technical parameters as well as replacement parts and 
service. WW", he spoke about the construction of the nuclear power plant 
in Dukovany he meutioned that with its performance it will cover the need 
of our entire kraj for electric energy as early as 1985. He further in- 
formed the participants about the situation in our agriculture and food 


industry. 


The communists must set an example in demands to insure the plan's task 
and solve the workplace problem as well as in an uncompromising attitude 
toward errors, short ings, irresponsibility and sloppy work. The tasks 
in 1980 and in the fut’ *2 years increase demands upon the capability to 
act, the political-org «‘vational and educational work of party organs and 
organizations, and of e« i wider. The central committee requires from all 
communists complete part’ ‘iscipline in insuring the adopted resolutions. 


In conclusion, Comrade Kempny, on behalf of the CPCZ Central Committee and 
its secretary General and President of the CSSR Gustav Husak, thanked the 
participants and, through them, the entire South Moravia Kraj organization 
for efforts expended in implementing our party's policy and wished them 
good health and personal satis*action in the next year as well as revolu- 
tionary enthusiasm and the com@unist fighting spirit in implementing the 
tasks of the 14th CPCZ Central Committee plenum. 


West Slovakia: Peter Colotka 
Bratislava HLAS LUDU in Slovak 21 Dec p 1 
[Excerpt] From the Agenda of the CPSL West Slovakia Kraj Committee 


Bratislava--The results of the plan's fulfillment in 1979 
and the main tasks of the national economy in the West 
Slovakia Kraj in 1980 were discussed by the CPSL West 
Slovakia Kraj Committee at its session yesterday. Par- 
ticipating in the discussion was Peter Colotka, member 

of the CPCZ Central Committee Presidium and of the CPSL 
Central Committee Presisium. 


Further, on the agenda was ¢ discussion in which also Comrade Peter Colotka 
participated. 


He expressed appreciation for the work of the party orans and organizations, 
national committees, and social organizations which participated by their 
political-organizutional work in the succvssful fulfiliment of this year's 








tasks. He esphasized that it is within our power and possibilities to 
overcome the difficulties with which we are faced and to continue in the 
successfui developmeut of our entire socialist society. 


In connection with the 14th VLPCZ Central Committee session he mentioned 
the significance of our foreign trade effectiveness and our strengthened 
export capabilities. He underscored that it is necessary to more rapidly 
increase the technical parameters, utility value, fashionable aspect, etc., 
ot products earmarked for export and in this respect directed attention 

to engineering which plays a decisive role in exports. 


Comrade Colotka emphasized that the West Slovakia Kraj enterprises also 
have responsible taks. He expressed appreciation for the workers’ efforcs 
in constructing energy resources, specifically in constructing the V l 
nuclear power plant, the natural gas supply facility in Lab, and in con- 
structing equipment for the nuclear power plant in SES Tlmac. In con- 
nection with construction of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros water works system 
and the construction of energy resources Comrade P. Colotka mentioned the 
Significant role of the West Slovakia Kraj National Committee in insuring 
construction of all equipment which conditions the course of the mentioned 
facilities. 


When he spoke of agricultural production Comrade Colotka emphasized the 
necessity of increasing the balance of fodder from our own resources to 
which West Slovakia Kraj farmers, who are among our greatest agricultural 
producers, must contribute. Comrade P. Colotka designated better utiliza- 
tion of fodder, especially grain fodder, as a key task in animal production. 
The party expects that research institute workers wi.l exert maximal efforts 
for progress in the rationalization of breeding anc improving cattle and 
also improving fodder and corn. 


The i980 plan, P. Colotka further stated, presupposes further economization 
of production, better utilization of all production factors. 


Under the leadership of the communist party our people achieved great 
successes in the last period. What matters now is chat the people become 
conscious of the unambiguous truth--that we can distribute only as much as 
we gain by our own work. It is necessary to initiatively and devotedly 
work so that these two items constantly increase. 


In the conclusion of his address Comrade P. Colotka expressed his conviction 
that communists and workers of the West Slovakia Kraj will make every effort 
to contribute to fulfillment of the 15th CPCZ Congress program and to the 
advancement of our socialist homeland. 

Central Slovakia: Jozef Lenart 
Banska Bystrica SMER in Slovak 21 Dec 79 pp 1,2 
[Excerpt] Central Slovakia COSL Kraj Committee Session 


Banska Bystrica--Yesterday's session of the CPSL Kraj Committee in Banska 
Bystrica dealt with development of the economy in the Central Slovakia Kraj 











this year and the preparation of next year's plan. Jozef Lenart, member of 
of CPCZ Central Committee Presidium and first secretary of the CPSL Central 
Committee, participated in the session which was opened by Pavel Fobel, 
member of the CPSL Central Slovakia Kraj Committee Presidium and chairman 
of the KOR [Regional Trade Union Council]. 


Jozef Lenart, member of the CPCZ Central Committee Presidium and first 
secretary of the CPSL Central Committee 21so participated in the discussion. 
He informed kraj committee members concerning conclusions of the 14th CPCZ 
Central Committee session and the CPSL Central Committee session. 


Comrade Lenart also dealt with economic results of the four years of the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan. These results are proof of the correctness and 
reality of our party's policy and the working people's devotion and will. 
Along with them we can document the advantages of the socialist society 

and the cooperation of the socialist countries headed by the Soviet Union. 
He also praised the initiative of our kraj's workers expressed in the adopted 
socialist obligations in honor of the 35th anniversary of the SNP [Slovak 
National Uprising] which many enterprises honorably fulfilled. He thanked 
the miners in the Cigel mine, the workers in the ZSNP [“Slovak National 
Uprising” Plant] in Ziar Nad Hronom and the Sverma Iron Works in Podbrezova 
whose representatives delivered an honorable report to Comrade Lenart upon 
fulfillment of this year's tasks. Our construction workers also deserve 
recognition, further stated Comrade Lenart. Even in spite of various 
difficulties they are an example in the construction of Cerny Vah, cellulose 
factory in Ruzomberk and other significant constructions. Collectives, too, 
such as the Jan Luptak brigade which adopted the Zlobinovci work method are 
models for collectives in every branch of the national economy. We can also 
positively evaluate the farmers in Central Slovakia. They rightly use the 
road of intensification in the mountainous and submountainous areas. 


Comrade Lenart expressed appreciation for the good results achieved by 
workers in the consumer goods industry, forest and water economy and other 
branches. "The positive approach is pleasing to us, it is encouragement for 
further work; however, shortcomings which slow down the development of our 
economy should not be covered up," emphasized Comrade Lenart. He further 
stated that today's main problem is mediocrity and satisfaction with what 

has been achieved. We still have reserves in management, work organiza- 
tion, and material-technological insuring. The fact that plans are not 
evenly fulfilled everywhere is the precise cause of difficulties in supplier- 
customer relationships. Then spasmodic output method is growing. Quality 
and effectiveness must be more intensively applied in everyday work. Its 
results must be more tangible from day to day. The greatest emphasis must 

be placed on big demands. It is unthinkable to increase quantity only and 
forget quality. Our task is to produce peak products with world parameters 
and to orient ourselves more toward scientific-technological progress and 

at the same time to lean upon the experiences of experts in the Soviet Union. 
Concrete cooperation with the USSR, mainly in science, research, and machinery 
construction is a vital necessity for us. In conclusion, Comrade Lenart 
discussed tke plan for next year. 








East Slovakia: Vasil Bilak 
Kosice VYCHODOSLOVENSKE NOVINY in Slovak 21 Dec 79 pp 1,2 


[Excerpt] Comrade Vasil Bilak at the CPSL East Slovakia Kraj Committee 
Plenum Within the Spirit of the Strategic Party Line...The Report of the 
East Slovakia Kraj Committee Presidium Was Delivered by Comrade Jan Pirc... 
Stimulative Ideas from the Discussion...Unanimous Agreement With the Resolu- 
tion and Standpoint Concerning the USSR's Peace Initiative. 


Kosice--The plenum of the East Slovakia Kraj Committee met 
yesterday with Vasil Bilak, member of the Presidium and 
secretary of the CPSL Central Committee participating. 

The morning session was opened and conducted by Dezider 
Zagiba, member of the CPSL East Slovakia Kraj Committee 

and leading secretary of the CPSL City Committee in Kosice. 
On the agenda was elaboration of conclusions of the 14th 
CPCZ Central Committee session and the CPSL Central Com 
mittee session and their implementation under the conditions 
of East Slovakia. The report on the main tasks of the kraj‘s 
economic development was delivered by Jan Pirc, member of 
the CPCZ Central Committee and leading secretary of the 
CPSL East Slovakia Kraj Committee. 


The participants listened with great interest to the address of Vasil Bilak, 
member of the Presidium and secretary of the CPCZ Central Committee. He 
emphasized that the year we are entering will not be easy and the problems 
will be more and more complex. The development of our economy so far, 
although all presuppositions and intents were not fulfilled, is not reason 
for uncertainty and doubt as to the 15th CPCZ Congress line. The demands 
are growing faster than our possibilities, said V. Vilak and illustrated 
this with a number of examples. He stated that in meat consumption the CSSR 
is in 7th place among the developed industrial countries. Each one of us 
requires a quality product and in sufficient quantity but not everyone strives 
for it purposefully and persistently nor does he realize that everything 

we buy from abroad, including food and raw materials must be paid for by 
only quality products. 


In this connection he pointed out subjective and objective causes which 
weaken the results of our common efforts. He underscored that we must put 
an end to the practice where we often hide our own mistakes and shortcomings 
behind objective causes, such as the rising prices of raw mcterials in world 
markets, for example. We do not wish to conceal shortcomings but we shall 
not allow doubts to be cast about everything we have achieved in the years 
of socialist buildup. The successes of the socialist community countries 
for the people of many countries in the world have become so attractive that 
not even our enemies can deny them but they try to minimize them and make 
them appear less important. 


As an extraordinarily important objective factor which we must not forget, 
not even briefly, Comrade Bilak designated the overall international situation, 
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which deteriorated especially after the United States forced new systems of 
destructive weapons upon their allies in NATO. Frow this a real danger 
follows for peace on the European continent and the need to bear in mind 
the strengthening of our own defense capability as well as that of the 
entire sccialist community. Therefore it is also important to continue 
the fight for lessening international tension and to support the peace 
initiative of the Soviet Union. We are immensely grateful to it not only 
for what it is doing to strengthen world peace but also for the defeat of 
fascism and for our national liberation whose 35th anniversary we shall 
celebrate next year; we are also grateful for its long-term unselfish aid 
in developing the Czechoslovak national economy. Our security and guarantee 
of further progress lies in close cooperation with the Soviet Union; it 
will be more successful the more se! flessly, more disciplined and responsibly 
each one of us fulfills the tasks entrusted to him in the next year also. 


In conclusion, Comrade Bilak wished all of the participants in the plenun, 
the communists and other working people of the East Slovakia Kraj great 
health, happiness and success in the next year. 











CZECHOSLOVKIA 


CPCZ NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR WRONGFUL ACTS OF INDIVIDUALS 


[Editorial report--AU]} AU130845 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak on 9 February, 
on page 1, carries a 1,600-word editorial entitled "The Opinions of Commun- 
ists." After citing a phrase frequently used by noncommunists toward com- 
munists--namely “You are a communist, so tell my why it is that..."--the 
editorial says: "In truth, we frequently have to sweat; we have the feel- 
ings of a student during an examination which forces us to turn over the 
pages of our memory at dizzying speed to find where we had read, seen or 
heard something about the topic mentioned. This feeling is all too fami- 
liar to us." Stating that people of all professions have to answer questions 
about topics foreign to their professions, whereby "we must count on our 
opinion being interpreted, more or less accurately, to other people, with 
reference being made to us as communists who must surely know," the editorial 
says: “Nobody approaches us with a joyful cry: ‘Look, the industrial pro- 
duction in Slovakia has increased 27.1 percent in 4 years, what do you 
think of it?" On the other hand people ask us, as though we shared the 
responsibility for this: ‘Why does Novak have to go not only to Prievidza, 
but as far as Banska Bystrica to be able to buy certain things?’ Scarcely 
anybody knows that particularly the comrades in the Prievidza District Com- 
mittee of the Slovak Communist Party [CPSL] sharply condemn these short- 
comings and are developing great efforts to alleviate and eliminate then. 
Nevertheless, a rank-and-file party member frequently is insufficiently 
fortified against these reproaches and criticisms. He himself also sees 
this or that shortcoming, he himself also condemns it; but as the active 
co-creater of the present he feels--justly, and on the basis of objective 
knowledge--the need to defend what we have achieved, and to set the successes 
we have indubitably achieved against the reproaches. It is exactly on this 
point that a communist's opinion frequently encounters a lack of understand- 
ing. The reason is the difference between the broad, all-social viewpoint 
of the communist's answer and the narrow, specific and most often personal 
viewpoint of the questioner. In other words: To reply to a question about 
the overcrowded buses on a certain route by quoting the favorable statistics 
abou the development of road traffic in the CSSR is scarcely effective, or 
may even be totally ineffective. 


"We seldom realize that nonmembers of the party have a most simplified opin- 
ion--a widespread one--about the party's leading role. Let us confess: 
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Often, in the maelstrom of a debate, even we ourselves do not recollect the 
simple truth: the shortcomings emerge and annoy us exactly at those times 
and in those places where there is an insufficient implementation of the 
party's leading role. Time and again the neglect of this fact pushes us 
into a defensive position, blunting the offensiveness of our opinions and 
our agitation." 


After citing examples of communists’ pledges and their participation in the 
Saratov movement of guarantees for the work accomplished as an apt reply to 
the “How come that..." of the public, the editorial continues: "A com- 
munist's opinion on problems cannot consist of justifications for the 
existing state of affairs, of a kind of false feeling of co-responsibility 
for the malfeasance mentioned." The editorial then cites examples of abuses 
of official positions and their criticism by communists, stressing that the 
continuing problems and shortcomings are due to the inconsistent implementa- 
tion of the party's leading role. 


Stating that "the most typical feature of the communists" opinions is their 
offensive nature, stemming from the conviction that our party's Marxist- 
Leninist policy is correct," the editorial adds: "But frequently our words 
acquire a kind of explanatory, sermonizing tone which is truly tather unat- 
tractive and unconvincing." 


“Our opinions are really effective only when they contain a character of 
agitations,” the editorial continues, "and if they lack it, we can easily 
find ourselves in a position where we seem, in fact, to want to justify the 
shortcomings. Actually we have no reason for being in solidarity with the 
bearers of shortcomings; because they do not implement the party's policy, or 
implement it only half-heartedly. We bear no responsibility for the mal- 
feasances of others or for the courses that contradict our party's en- 
deavors. We reject the false notion or thesis that everybody is respons- 
ible for everything. This is certainly not so and cannot be; neither the 
CPCZ Central Committee nor the government is responsible for, let us say, 

a shop not having milk or bread. This kind of demagogy was handed out in 
the crisis-ridden period by the rightwingers, when they made the entire 
party responsible for some erroneous sentence passed by a district court, or 
for an agitator's mistake in the collectivization of the rural areas." 


The editorial concludes: "We have the right to fully dissociate ourselves 
from the mistakes of individuals béing ascribed to all communists only be- 
cause the party has a leading position in the sociery. In debates, talks 
and discussions this basic attitude in our opinions helps us communists to 
win trust and to win support for the party in its efforts. 


"The communists' opinions have won the trust of the broad working people's 
strata. We cannot disappoint this trust by letting ourselves be dragged 
into a defensive position under the barrages of fruitlessly critiquing 
would-be politicians. It is necessary constantly to realize that only the 
concrete circumstances of a concrete fact make it possible effectively to 
implement- the opinions of a communist. And not only of a communist." 


CSO: 2400 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CPCZ WEEKLY VIEWS ROLE OF CATHOLICISM IN PRESENT ANTICOMMUNISM 
AU132225 Prague TRIBUNA in Czech No 6,6 Feb 80 pp 8, 9 AU 
[Article by Ondrej Danyi: "Part of Anticommunist Propaganda"] 


[Excerpts] Clerical anticommunism, with the help of which imperialist prop- 
aganda strives to implant hatred of communism into the consciounsess of the 
believers, plays an important role in the stepped up ideological warfare 
against the countries of real socialism. No other aspect of life in the 
socialist community is perhaps the target of such slanders as the attitude 
of the Communist Party and the socialist state to religion, churches and be- 
lievers. 


The Crisis of Church and Religion 


In the present stage of development religion is undergoing a deep crisis, 
which reflects the general crisis of capitalism, with the existence of which 
the church--and particularly the Roman Catholic Church--is linked by ideolog- 
ical, political and economic ties. The church officials themselves admit 
the profound crisis caused by declining religiousness, which is manifested 
in the believers’ exodus from the church and in the loss of its influence 
among the masses of the wotkers class and other working people. 


The declining religiousness and the loss of the church's influence on the 
masses do not mean that the church has given up its positions in contempor- 
ary capitalist society. On the contrary, it wants to compensate the loss 
of influence in the religious sphere by strengthening its positions in the 
political ephere. In that respect it is supported by the bourgeois states 
and monopolist circles, with which the church is linked by common economic 
and ideological interests. 


The Role of Clerical Propaganda 


The church is adjusting its activity to the new conditions of the ideological 
struggle. It is modernizing its doctrine and waging a more flexible and 
more covert struggle against its ideological adversaries. In its ideological 
and political activity it relies on both secular and church organizations, 














among them on those active in the sphere of mass communications media. Apart 
from using traditional means of propaganda the church also makes use of the 
radio, television and other means of propaganda that are under its direct or 
indirect control. 


To Divert the Masses From Class Struggle 


One of the church's major objectives in the bourgeois society is to divert 
the masses from class struggle and to isolate them from progressive ideology. 
We find ample and convincing evidence of it in, among other things, the 
speeches of John Paul .II delivered in the course of his tours in the coun- 
tries of Europe and America, which also received broad publicity in secular 
means of mass information. In implementing that goal the clerical ideolo- 
gists are relying precisely on the means of mass information and propaganda. 
They realize--and state it, by the way, in the decree on social communica- 
tions media of the Second Vatican Council--that those media can “reach and 
influence not only individuals but also masses and even human society as a 
whole. 


The cla@s essence of Catholic journalism is best revealed by its anticon- 
munist orientation. At present the Catholic ideologists propagate two di- 
rections of anticommunist influence: a “negative" and a "positive" one. 

The first rejects communism as an antireligious teaching, a “work of Satan" 
that is "more dangerous than the atomic bomb." Proceeding from the positions 
of the struggle against peaceful coexistence of states with different social 
systems, [the ideologists of this direction] see a war confrontation as the 
solution for the present antagonism between capitalism and socialism. The 
second, the “positive™ direction does not differ from the first direction so 
much in its goals as in the forms and means of its activities. It adjusts 
its activity to the current trend and proceeds in the spirit of the efforts 
for peaceful coexistence. Striving to achieve an inner erosion of the so- 
cialist social system, the followers of that direction attack the scientific 
atheist propaganda, which allegedly threatens man's inner freedom and pre- 
vents him from recognizing the world's true nature. 


The Systegp of Their Propaganda 


Apart from the national systems existing mostly in the so-called Catholic 
countries, the world system of clerical Catholic propaganda is made up of 
the Vatican's central propaganda system. The Vatican press and radio ex- 
press the views of the supreme church hierarchy, views that are to be bind- 
ing for the national episcopates. The Vatican owns several periodicals, 

a radio station, two publishing houses, an extensive film center [Filmoteka] 
and the Fides International Agency. The Vatican radio, in which clergymen 
and clericals:who emigrated from the socialist countries play an active role, 
broadcasts 470 programs a week, for 19-20 hours a day. 


A Change of the Tactics Does Not Mean a Revision of the Goals 


Under the influence of the upsurge of the communist and workers movement 
the Catholic Church is forced to change to a certain degree its tactics, 


15 














the forms and methods of the ideological struggle against communism. Mis- 
information concerning the position of the churches in the socialist coun- 
tries, the dissemination of stereotypes about a "secret church," a “persecuted 
church," or a “silent church" and other articles and radio ani television 
programs of an anticommunist nature have become new characteristic features 
of clerical propaganda. Various declarations saying why the church must wage 
an irreconcilable struggle against the Marxist-Leninist ideology are frequent- 
ly published in the clerical press. In this connection clerical propaganda 
condemns the class struggle and the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
spreads illusions about fraternal Christian lowe among people, regardless 

of the class to which they belong or of their class interests. 


By means of clerical propaganda the church strives to influence public opin- 
ion and the policical life in most bourgeois countries, which is manifested 
especially at times of election campaigns when the means of mass information 
"recommend" to the believers the political party that they should give their 
vote. The propaganda evaluates the candidates of the political parties and 
unambiguously shows its readers and listeners who they should vote for. 


Against Socialism 


The Czechoslovak clergy emigration plays an important role in the clerical 
anticommunism organized by the Roman Catholic Church and especially its su- 
preme hierarchy against the CSSR. Particularly active in this campaign is 
the Jesuit Bishop Pavol Hnilica, a Slovak emigre who, in Rome, in 1965, 
founded the periodical PRO FRATRIBUS and an "information office." In 1976 
he performed a special pastoral activity all over Italy. He preached poli- 
tics from the pulpit, spoke in theaters, cinemas, everywhere he could he 
sowed hatred to communism. His tour was organized by bishops, clergymen, 
entrepreneurs and various organizations within the framewokr of the so-called 
Catholic action. At press conferences he distorted the position of churches 
and believers in the CSSR and distrubted among his listeners a “magic medal" 
that should remind them to “pray for the conversion of atheists, especially 
the militant ones." 


The press published by the individual sational clerical emigree groupings is 
also part of the system of clerical propaganda. Particularly the emigree 
publishing house of Cyril and Methodius in Rome organizes an extensive 
publishing activity, which is financed by international Catholic organizations 
and by American-Slovak Catholic associations. Apart from the publication of 
religious books, the center of gravity of its activities consists in pub- 
lications with explicitly antimarxist and antisocialist contents. The main 
distributor of the books, which are designated primarily for Slovakia, is 

the Slovak Cyril and Methodius Institute in Reme along with various feigned 
friends of the Cyril-Methodius books in West European countries. 


The Czech emigration of clergymen is represented by the Czech religious 
center Velehrad, founded by Cardinal Beran in Rome in 1965. The Christian 
Academy is its publishing center. 
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In pursuing their ideodiversionist goals the representatives of the Czecho- 
slovak clerical emigration also make use of the Vatican radio and of Radio 
Free Europe. In programs aimed specifically at adults or at the youth they 
are trying to influence our citizens not only in religious but also in an 
antisocialist spirit. Those broadcasts are not confined merely to "news 
about religious life." Their objective is to achieve that the believers 
assess "critically" the socialist society in which they live and that they 
strive to change the socialist social system. They misuse the religious 
feelings of the believers, instill hatred to the progressive development, 
try to kindle nationalism in our country, speak of the necessity to solve 
the religious question in the CSSR and the like; all that in the pursuit of 
one goal--to disturb socialist construction in our republic. 


The Roman Catholic Church, its ideology and its political clericalisu-- 
which is an inseparable part of its activity—-plays an important role in 

the system of international anticommunism. Its representatives invest great 
hopes in the church's ideological activities both in the capitalist coun- 
tries and in the countries of real socialism. The church ideology and peli- 
tical clericalism are to serve as one of the means of disturbing the unity 
of the workers class and the workers class’ socialist awareness, or bringing 
about an inner erosion of the socialist states and of strengthening the 
bourgeoisie's political rule. 


CSO: 2400 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CPSL ORGAN CRITICIZES SLOVAKS FOR BEING UNCULTURED 
AU121410 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 9 Feb 80 p 5 AU 
[Article by Jan Jurco: “Culture and University Students")} 


[Excerpts] The present concept of culture is not the same as it used to be-- 
it has been modified by the changed social conditions. In the past Slovak 
culture was represented by the book, the amateur theater or by public merry- 
making. The Slovaks had other problems than culture or a cultured life. 

The people had their own culture, the intelligentsia was only a thin layer 
and the Slovak culture was even thinner. The economic backwardness affected 
adversely all elements of social life. Culture, too, is dependent on the 
economic base and constituted no exception. 


However, times have changed. The conditions for culture are favorable. We 
possess theaters, art galleries and concert halls. But most of the time the 
audience is not very large. I have in mind university audiences, the situa- 
tion with which is essentially the same in all university towns. The tradi- 
tions are manifest precisely in the sphere of culture. They are deeply- 
rooted in the intellect of the university students. The conventions and 
habits inherited from a generation that grew up in depressed social condi- 
tions are rampant among them. That generation could not develop a relation- 
ship with “intellectual” matters because it concentrated on amassing material 
riches, in which Slovaks had never abounded in the past. The longing to 
possess, to own and to be admired for it obliterated everything else. One of 
the reasons may be that those who excelled in the intellectual field in 
Slovakia, especially in the past, usually suffered material hardships. The 
category of the cultured and the beautiful was perceived erroneously--and 

is certainly perceived in that way today--because the bearersof the category 
automatically found themselves on the periphery of society, among the per- 
secuted ones, due to the fact that their aesthetic ideals were linked with 
the issues of nationality and social revolt. Im our conditions the cate- 
gory of the beautiful and of aesthetic feeling is assuming to concrete a 
form: the strongly developed possive instinct has found its manifestation 
in the material aspect of culture. It is represented by the piano, an 
expensive painting, a luxurious car and the like. This is the form of 
culture the Slovak believes in. It demonstrates superiority, is a symbol 
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of power, an expression of wealth. Impressions of an art gallery, a theat- 
er performance or a concert are invisible, they cannot be displayed like a 
golden chain, they cannot impress one's acquaintances. That is why the 
interest in such an experience is so slight, even though it is accessible to 
everyone. The artistic experience dissolves rapidly, it passes away along 
with the artistic act, especially among the recipients who have not been 
prepared for an aesthetic understanding of a work of art. What matters is 
the exterior, the essence is neglected. Such are the principles of snob- 
bishness and petty bourgeois narrowmindedness. 


The socialist state is exerting, in an all--round manner, immense pressure on 
the individual in all spheres of his life. I think of the pressure in the 
sphere of culture, morals and ideology. Such pressure must eventually find 
a positive manifestation. The breakthrough will not occur overnight. It 
requires a long time. The sediment of the past is thick and the individual 
layers have become firmly accepted. That does not mean, however, that they 
do not have to be separated from each other by all means of education. True, 
the people themselves, too, must feel the need for culture and art. That 
applies particularly to university students. When I speak of culture and a 
cultured life I do not think merely of the formal expressions: a visit to 
an exhibition, a theater performance or a concert. But I think of the=, too. 
They signal the feeling of the need to demonstrate: I am a cultured person. 
And to be a cultured person it also is necessary to show up at public [cul- 
tural] events. It should be the goal of cultural education to make people, 
and especially university students, understand that material progress is only 
a means of achieving the objective of life and not its final purpose. Many 
university students lack a cultural background, cultural habits and tradi- 
tions and the urge to penetrate the world created by art. The last gener- 
ation, or rather the last generations, were shaped in conditions where the 
main concern was a good livelihood and did not, therefore, inherit any cul- 
tural awareness. They remained indifferent and indolent toward cultural 
needs, indolent to such a degree that they do not even attend a concert 
despite a persuasion campaign and a free entry. 


A corrective that should and could put matters right is the school. But 
even the school does not exist in a vacuum and is thus affected by the 
inclinations of the people directly connected with it as well as by those 
who are responsible for school affairs, by virtne of their authority. 

[The Slovak poet] M. Rufus evaluated precisely that state of affairs in last 
year's double issue of NOVE SLOVO [Slovak periodical] when he wrote: "We 
must begin somewhere. However, that does not mean that we will tolerate 
obvious mistakes, in the name of patience. Aesthetic education in schools 
used to be weak ani now it is nonexistent. Our educational system, exhausted 
by continuous reforming, is still trying to find itself. But the search has 
already been going on too long." And what is the result: Mediocrity in the 
wicest sense of the world. However, we do not come across mediocrity just 
in schools. Mediocre artistic performances: in the theater, in the con- 
cert hall, in the art gallery are also an inseparable part of self-satis- 
faction. Dialectics claims justly that everything is connected with every- 
thing. The connections in our conditions are all <oo obvious. 
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We are cultivating a Potemkin village of the normal and the general and as- 
sume the air of being very satisfied: Everything is okay. When such things 
as mediocre artistic performances are mentioned, they are quickly brushed 
aside: Why bother to discuss it, after all, you cannot change anything. Or 
we are looking for excuses that would justify the existing state of affairs. 
But we never think about how to stir up the stagnant waters. And whoever 
tries to do so attracts suspicions, to say the least: He disturbs one's 
peace and forces one to think in untried fields. Surely, well-mannered people 
do not do such things. It seems that in an ideal situation everything stands 
still: Any movement disturbs such a state, making things suddenly appear 

in new and unexpected connections and upsetting the stereotype, a sterotype 
which is so strong that any hint at a deviation from it is too painful. 


The cause would be served considerably by prudent propaganda, but the organ- 
izers of cultural events, too, have made the middling result the basis of 
their work: tickets are sold to enterprises on a seasonal basis. And the 
auditorium? Half empty; the artists’ performance corresponds then to the 
attendance. But the box office displays the "sold out" sign. So we still 
have our cake and eat it, too. A vicious circle, a gordian knot which no 
one can untie. The statistics are predicated upon tickets sold, so the 
attendance is irrelevant. 


It is interesting that even in the age of the scientific-technical revolution 
the word is still more important than the deed, that frequently we do not 
evaluate people according to their work but according to nice talk. We are 
super-champions in that trade, we are even capable of playing down objective 
results, on the basis of data acquired "selflessly" without any confrontation 
or an evaluation of work. And he who opposes that runs up against a barrier 
of misunderstanding and condemnation. I have in mind particularly the 

sphere which has been the subject of my article, “The Cultural Life of 
University Students.” Just as everywhere else, even here there are excep- 
tions to the rule. But that must not and cannot, on any account, satisfy us. 
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EMBERSHIP--At a press conference held in Bratislava on 12 February, 
Maj Gen E. Pepich, chairman of the Slovak Central Committee of the Czecho- 
slovak Union for Cooperation with the Army [SVAZARM], told journalists that 
in 1979 the number of SVAZARM members increased by 17,000; at present the 
orgenization has more than 322,000 members associated in 4,057 basic organ- 
izations, Pepich said. [Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 13 Feb 80 p 2 AU} 


1980 SLOVAK MANPOWER INCREASE-—-According to D. Krocsany, Slovak minister of 
labor and social affairs, the number of people employed in Slovakia will 
increase by 24,700 this year. In the 1976-79 period, the number of people 
working in the socialist sector of the Slevak national economy rose by 133,000, 
Krocsany said in Bratislava on 12 February. [Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 

13 Feb 80 p 2 AU) 


NEW URUGUAYAN ENVOY——Juan Alberto Buccino Clerico, the new ambassador extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay to the 
CSSR, arrived in Prague on 12 Februaryl [AU171431 Braiislava PRAVDA in 
Slovak 13 Feb 80 p 2 AU) 


IRANIAN YOUTH DELEGATION—-In Prague on 12 February, M. Stepan, chairman of 
the International Students Union, received a visiting delegation of the 
Iranian Youth and Students Organization (ODYSI) led by (Z. Ghanelova), 
secretary of the ODYSI Central Committee. On the occasion of the first 
anniversary of the Iranian people's revolution, the International Students 
Union issued a proclamation emphasizing, among other things, that students, 
together with all the progressive people, sharply reject the U.S. policy to 
achieve “imperialist control" over developments in the Persian Gulf region. 
[AU171431 Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 13 Feb 80 p 2 AU] 


CARDINAL CONDEMNS ARMS RACE--The Czechoslovak News Agency has called on 
Cardinal Frantisek Tomasek, the archbishop of Prague, who is recupering af- 
ter an illness, to ask him, as an important representative of the Catholic 
Church in the CSSR, to express his views on the current development of the 
international situation. "My views are not different from those of the 
Catholic Church. With full personal involvement and conviction I reject 
war, imprudent competition and the race to arm and invent even wore advanced 
deadly technology." Referring to church encyclicals, Cardinal F. Tomasek 
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stated: “Only honest efforts-—-not only of nations and political currents 
of all kinds——but also of individuals can lead to the goal [as published]. 

I personally know full well that areas of poverty and hunger of our earth 
could, in a very short time, be made fertile if the immense expenditures for 
armaments, war and destruction were oriented to food in the service of man- 
kind. I, the church and the entire community of our believers want to con- 
tribute to the efferts of the Czechor!ovak people, who are building their 
fatherland on the principles of respect for man and peace. To such efforts 
I wish to contribute—honestly and aiways." [Text] [AU171315 Bratislava 
SMENA in Slovak 14 Feb 80 p 4 AU] 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


DECEMBER 1979 ISSUE OF SED THEORETICAL JOURNAL REVIEWED 
East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 5 Dec 79 p 4 


[Helmut Caspar review of East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 34, No 12, 
December 1979, signed to press 7 November 1979, pp 1217-1317, plus 10-page 
annual index: "Experiences With Propaganda Work." Translations and/or 
summaries of the articles by the authors referred to below as well as by 
others are published in pages following this review] 


[Text] "The socialist peace idea is a strong, mobilizing force which 
through our work among the masses must become so effective that it will 
help foil the adventuristic machinations of the most reactionary circles of 
imperialism, the NATO staffs and of the military-industrial complex. This 
requires an offensive to crush the lie of the ‘threat from the East,’ which 
the opponents have made a key issue in their anti-Communist and anti-Soviet 
incitement." This point is made by Klaus Gaebler in the December issue of 
EINHEIT, which deals with the subject of “Effective Ideological Work." 


The convincing presentation of the advantages and values of socialism, 
coupled with a disclosure of the ailments of capitalism today, is a 

priority task of ideological work, the author maintains. Since everything 
that sets people in motion must, according to Friedrich Engels, filter 
through their heads, there is a need for political-ideological indoctrination 
that will arouse the people's interest to implement their tasks, that will 
promote the shaping of socialist behavior patters, and that will fully 
activate the working people's creative powers. 


Herbert Steininger, Jochen Pommert and Erwin Schmidt continue this train of 
thought and elucidate the theoretical and practical aspects of mass-effec- 
tive militant political-ideological work. Jochen Pommert, for example, sums 
up experiences of the Leipzig Bezirk party organization by saying that conm- 
prehensive insight into the necessities of the national economy is today 
more than ever an indispensable prerequisite for determining more precisely 
the value of one's own achievements and for assessing their results by the 
yardstick of national economic requirements. 


23 











In another part of the icurnal, Guenther Kuehne discusses the strategy and 
demagogy of NATO; other articles explain some results of the establishment 
of combines (Gerd Friedrich, Claus Kroemke), the influence of prime costs on 
the national income (Fred Matho) and the functions of our agriculture as a 
raw material supplier (Erich Ruebensam). 


CSO 2300 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


REVISED APPROACH TO IDEOLOGICAL INDOCTRINATION URGED 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 184, 5 Dec 79 p 2 


[Report from Berlin: "SED Concerned About ‘Political Steadfastness' of GDR 
Citizens." A translation of the East Berlin EINHEIT article cited below 
follows this commentary] 


[Text] The SED is obviously concerned about the “political steadfastness" 
of the GDR citizens. The theoretical party journal EINHEIT in its most 
recent edition urged one should in ideological work always proceed from 

the proposition that socialist consciousness is "not a given quantity for 
once and for all." Political steadfastness, so it said, should be "worked 
for again and again.” The party journal in this connection advocated that 
throughout the SED's propaganda activities one should also frankly discuss 
those problems that still have to be solved in the continued shaping of 
socialist society. Knowing about economic requirements and social inter- 
connections was an increasingly more important factor for motivating the 
working people toward achievement. In this sense, ideological indoctrina- 
tion should rapidly react to "ripened préblems" and provide "convincing 
answers that mobilize for action" to topical questions. EINHEIT criticized 
that the effectiveness of ideological work was often impeded by insufficient 
consideration for the improved educational level and personal experiences of 
the GDR citizens. (EINHEIT 12/79) 


SED Propaganda Official‘s Discussion 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 34 No 12, Dec 79 signed to press 7 Nov 79 
pp 1229-1236 


{"Effective Ideological Work’ feature article by Dr Klaus Gaebler, chief, 
propaganda department, SED Central Committee: "High Effectiveness of 
Ideological work." A translation of Erich Honecker's 30th GDR anniversary 
speech, cited in footnote 3 below, is available in FBIS Eastern Europe DAILY 
REPORT, Vol II, No 196, 9 Oct 79, pp E 5-E 14 (broadcast version). For a 
translation of an earlier East Berlin EINHEIT article by the author 
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discussing methods of economic mass propaganda, see JPRS 68138, 29 Oct 76, 
No 1313 of this series, pp 47-55. Also available in this series is a trans- 
lation of an article by Konrad Naumann on the improvement of ideological 
vigilance, published in JPRS 73036, 20 Mar 79, No 1659, pp 38-43] 


(Text] We are securely advancing in our republic toward shaping developed 
socialism. Outstanding activities by our working people are eloquent testi- 
mony to that. They attest to the energy of millions, to the diligent work 
with which the Ninth SED Congress resolutions, which serve the good of the 
people, are purposefully being implemented. We may indeed rely on firm 
foundations here at the start of the fourth decade of our socialist workers 
and farmers state--the stable political power of the workers class and its 
allies, impressive economic, social and cultural achievements, the citizens’ 
ties with the socialist fatherland, their internationalist posture, and 
their dedication to socialism and to our party policy, which aims at 

peace and international friendship and at the well-being and happiness of 
the people. The solidarity between party, people and state expresses 

the essence of our system, of the social relations in our socialist repub- 
lic. Incomparably great and invincible strength lies in it on which is 
based che triumphant advance of socialism during our republic's three 
decades of development as it also is decisive for the further shaping of 
the developed socialist society in our country, by which at the same time 
the decisive prerequisites are being created for the gradual transition to 
communism. 


Without Revolutionary Theory, No Revolutionary Practice 


Our country's inner strength now achieved and its increased power of inter- 
national radiation, the struggle for implementing the tasks assigned by the 
party program, make high demands on the party's ideological work. 


In view of the fact that economic, social and ideological matters, reflect- 
ing the maturity of our socialist society and of successful implementation 
of the eighth and ninth party congress policy, are becoming ever more 
closely intertwined, the awareness of the people is becoming more and more 
important for coping with the process of carrying on our socialist revolu- 
tion in its whole complexity, in the dialectical unity and interaction 
between economics, politics and ideology. As SED Central Committee General 
Secretary Comrade Erich Honecker remarked at the 10th Central Committee 
session, it remains "a key issue for the continued implementation of the 
targets posed by the ninth party congress, to take account of these in- 
evitabilities completely. That is why ideological indoctrination will 
always be the centerpiece of our party activity." And that means mass- 
effectively propagating Marxism-Leninism and our party policy based on it 
and, to that end, paying great attention to the Marxist-Leninist education 
and training of all members and candidates. "The more deeply the communists 
comprehend the world-changing doctrine of Marx, Engels and Lenin and com 
prehend the sinth party congress decisions andthe Central Committee sessions, 
the better they will be able to cope with the social processes, solve the 











tasks in their field, and engage in vivid, broad, and effective political 
mass activity. As ideological education among us always has served to 
master the practical tasks in the shaping of socialist society, it proves 
itself especially today, in view of the progressive internal development 
of our country and of the compiicated international affairs, as the 
safest and indispensable compass for understanding the dialectics of the 

_ revolutionary world process and the interaction between domestic and foreign 


policy."2 


Without revolutionary theory there is no revolutionary practice, Lenin has 
taught us. Our theory is not an end in itself. It does not stand there, 
detached from the practical and intellectual struggle of the workers class. 
Formalism and pedantic scholarship are alien to it. We at all times pro- 
ceed from the scientifically established positions of principle in our 
world-outlook in applying these universal inevitabilities of socialist 
revolution and socialist construction creatively to the concrete conditions 
in our country. 


At a time when socialist society is incessantly perfecting its humanistic 
way of being while capitalism drifts from crisis to crisis and the in- 
tellectual conflict is intensifying, it is important to give still more 
weight to our world-changing doctrine in the thought and conscious actions 
of our country's citizens. Its strength and radiating capacity which, 
after all, are based on the evidence for the strictly scientific revela- 
tions about the inevitabilities in humanity's progress through the revol- 
utionary world process, must be made the focal point for every citizen. 
They find their expression in the performance and achievements of socialism 
and the strength of our alliance, in the successful advances of the inter- 
national workers class and of the national-revolutionary liberation move- 
ment, in the progress of our struggle for peace and detente and in capital- 
ism's process of historic decline. The convincing presentation of the 
advantages and values of socialism, coupled with a disclosure of the ail- 
ments of capitalism toduy is a priority task of ideological work and the 
most effective weapon in our aggressive confrontation with anticommunism 
and- anti-Sovietism, which was pointed out especially at the conference of 
the secretaries for international and ideological questions of the central 
committees of the communist and workers parties in socialist countries, 
held in Berlin between 3 and 5 July 1979. 


Because our theory and its practice in the form of real socialism are so 
strong, they find themselves under vehement attacks from the enemies of 
socialism. They are horrifying to our adversaries, and this necessarily so 
because the theory and practice of socialism provide precise answers for 
the question about the future of mankind and point to concrete ways through 
which important decisions about the future are being made today in the 
struggle for peace, the advance of the revolutionary world process and the 
mastery over our scientific-technical revolution. Our ultimate goals are no 
utopian ideas remote from reality, but they are being implemented step by 
step through the working people's practical work making for change under 
the leadership by the revolutionary party. 
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Thanks to our citizens’ performance, the advantages and values of socialism 
are also more and more unfolding in our socialist country , distinguishing 
socialism more and more clearly from the capitalist world. "It is becoming 
more impressively apparent today than ever that socialism also on German 
soil gives evidence to its historic superiority as the social order which 
solely can assure human dignity, security and comfort for all citizens, 
true freedom, democracy and human rights. The GDR is developing as a state 
where everything is done for the good of the people, as a state of progress 
and of a clear perspective for the future. We are justified in saying that 
with the GDR for the first time in the history of the German people a state 
has been created which is a true fatherland for all working people."3 


These are facts of truly historic magnitude and scope, facts which we 
bring to bear aggresS8ively with their full weight, in our ideological con- 
frontation with imperialism and the attempts by its ideological agencies 

at denigrating and casting doubts on our historic victory. The results 
of our policy stand in opposition to our enemy's class interests and 
aggressive goals. What else then can he do but deny and slander these very 
results? Especially at present the contrast is becoming increasingly 
sharper between unemployment, inflation, lack of educational and work op- 
portunities for many youths, all reflecting the antihuman capitalist world, 
and the mode of life, the security and comfort of socialism with its peace 
policy, aimed at assuring every people and every person of the right to 
live. 


That our socialist state here, on the dividing line between the two opposed 
world systems, on the border between the Warsaw Pact states and NATO, has 
taken part for over 30 years in defending peace, as the elemental question 
of life, against the aggressive policy of imperialist reaction, is one of 
the strongest arguments for attracting men to our good policy. Deeply rooted 
in their thinking, feeling and conduct today is that the GDR is a solid 
bastion of peace in Europe and makes an essential contribution to European 
security, while touching with its skin FRG imperialism, not only the 
economically and militarily strongest imperialist power in Europe but also 
the one whose most aggressive representatives are making unabashed 
revanchist demands and act accordingly. 


The great peace and disarmament initiative Leonid Brezhnev, in agreement 
with the GDR leadership and after consultations with the other Warsaw Pact 
member states, proposed in Berlin brought new convincing evidence that 
socialism and peace are one and the same thing and that the policy of 
detente and peaceful coexistence is the only reasonable alternative for the 
rearmament policy and the arms race of NATO. This initiative has aroused 

a mighty movement worldwide for preventing the inferno of nuclear war and 
constraining the arms race. By their signatures for the GDR's delaration 
of intent and by their acts, our country's citizens have given unequivocal 
and powerful evidence for their desire for peace. 


The socialist peace idea is a strong, mobilizing force which through our 
work among the masses must become so effective that it will help foil the 
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adventuristic machinations of the most reactionary circles of imperialisn, 

the NATO staffs and the military-industrial complex. This requires an of- 

fensive to crush the lie of the "threat from the East," which the opponents 
have made a key issue in their anticommunist and anti-Soviet incitement. 


While for 62 years, a call for peace has come from Moscow that could not be 
missed and one initiative after the other at vast numbers, the capitalist 
social system has remained the source of war danger. Nothing has "changed" 
in the nature of imperialism. Merely its existence conditions have changed. 
Through our now fundamentally changed balance of power, through the greater 
power of socialism, limits were set to the effect by the essential features 
of imperialism, marked as they are by aggressiveness and expansionism. Yet 
imperialism remains dangerous. It caused two devastating world wars and 

is also responsible for many new wars or war-like conflicts throughout th: 
last 35 years. That is why we at all times exercise revolutionary vigilance 
to all assaults by our class enemy on peace and guarantee the safe protec- 
tion of our fatherland. Based on the Leninist doctrine on imperialism, we 
must reveal the aggressive nature of imperialism, disclose the inhumane 
character of its policy and ideology, and destroy all its myths about the 
imperialist system by which it engages in shameless manipulation. That is 
a solid component of our ideological offensive. 


Our Achievements--Fertile Feeding Ground for Effective Ideological Work 


Our ideological work is especially effective when it can document and show 
by convincing arguments that the upshot of our good and consistent policy 
is to do everything for the benefit of the people and that the word of the 
party is law. Our party policy aiming at full employment, prosperity, 
growth and stability has noticeably improved the lives of all citizens 

and thereby also created a fertile feeding ground on which our ideological 
work can thrive. 


The strength of what is real and perceptible and understandable, which is 
characteristic of our. united economic and social policy, and the individual's 
identifying with the society at large is what has fostered our pride in our 
socialist fatherland. That the party keeps its word comes to us from the 
experience that words and deeds belong together indissolubly, that this 

is the basic principle of all our policy. On it relies the strength of 

the word from the party. Its effect must be further heightened through 

all our ideological work. 


Our policy, which makes effective the interaction between the satisfaction 
of demands and the stimulation of material performance, between social 
policy and social activity, lends enormous imp!ses to our social develop- 
ment. It starts from the basic idea of historical materialism that social 
existence has primacy, and it has gained great successes precisely through 
coping with this dialectic between social existence and consciousness. 
Alien to our party are notions that assume the development of social ex- 
istence would automatically lead to higher consciousness, or the subject- 
ivistic notion that everything is possible through the “omnipotence” of 
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consciousness. Our party instead lets itself be guided by the thought 

that through all means and forms of ideological work and their complex 
interchange the historically new quality of our socialist social existence 
is what all citizens have to be made aware of, whereby this social existence 
can be further developed in conformity with our program objective. The 
socialist consciousness, which to develop is the main point in this, en- 
ables men to shape their social existence creatively at ever higher levels, 
in conformity with the laws of social development. The great diligence, 
the strenuous efforts and the selfless dedication of the working people 
toward fulfilling the social tasks set down in the economic plans attest 

to the active role of socialist consciousness. 


An important factor making ideological work effective, which must still 
more extensively be used, lies in every perceptible connection between 
our successful advances and what each will deliberately do for socialism. 
What great forces are released by the conviction that the party policy 
can be trusted found outstanding expression in the big people's movement 
on the occasion of the 30th GDR anniversary, in the unfolding of competi- 
tion at a breadth and efficacy that was unprecedented among us. 


Our optimism, our certitude about our future, is as much supported by 

the 30-year course of success our country has behind it under party leader- 
ship as by the sure perspective we have adopted with the purposeful im- 
plementation of the Ninth SED Congress resolutions. They are an important 
source for the working people's patriotic posture, which is forming in 
inseparable connection with proletarian internationalism. The GDR-USSR 
friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance treaty of 7 October 1975, 
which runs beyond the year 2000, will shape thoughts and conduct in the 
sense of proletarian internationalism all the more, the better we succeed 
in making all people aware of the great national and international impor- 
tance of its consistent implementation. That holds true equally much for 
the GDR-USSR specialization and cooperation program up to 1990, which 
lifts the cooperation between our two countries in the economic and the 
scientific-technical fields onto a qualitatively higher level and serves 
the immediate solution of tasks both countries face in improving the 
efficiency of their social production. 





The magnitude and scope of our targets and tasks in further shaping our 
developed socialist society are an important spur to men's creative ac- 
tivity. Improving the economic efficiency of our republic is the central 
concern here, because on the growth of our economic capacity, which has 
to be guaranteed during long-lasting changes on the world market, the 
purposeful continuation of our policy for the good of the people depends. 
The will and capacity for efficiency are attested to everywhere when 
these tasks find their most efficient solutions. 


The main thing is to make the qualitative factors in economic growth fully 


effective. The advantages of socialism must more resolutely be used in 
this, in more closely combining science with production, strengthening 
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intensification and socialist rationalization, insuring high effectiveness 
for investments and raising labor productivity higher than what we are ac- 
customed ta. We must be extremely thrifty with jobs and gain more manpower. 
We must conserve more energy, raw materials and material and make more 
thorough use of all reserves. All this is imperative for our economic ac- 
tivities. As a highly developed socialist industrial nation with an ef- 
ficient economy, the production and distribution principles of which aim 

at securing the people's material and cultural standard of living attained 
while further developing it step by step, we must insure, on a priority 
basis, the development of our material-technical base and a decisive in- 
provement in our labor productivity through extensive socialist rationaliza- 
tion. Therein lies our long-term strategic orientation. We dedicate all 
our strength to boosting our economy's efficiency for the plain reason 

that it cencerns the well-being of our people, a life in social comfort for 
today and in the future. 


Mobilizing the working people for implementing the by no means small 
demands for their performance mainly means explaining to them the economic 
laws of socialism and the party's economic policy and informing them ob- 
jectively and conretely about tasks and problems. "Such an activity should 
more and more deeply draw the workers class and the working masses into — 
overall state economic development, in their being familiarized with the 
whole economy cycle, the whole cycle of industrial activity, from raw 
material procurement to commodity production. "4 Important is to seek 

the working people's counsel and to respond to the questions that concern 
then. 


A political~-ideological indoctrination is needed which will interest the 
people in the implementation of our tasks, foster the shaping of socialist 
modes of conduct, and fully involve their experiences and abilities, 
their initiative, diligence and creativity, in line with our competition 
slogan, “Draw greater benefit from every mark, every working hour and 
every ounce of material." For developing and reinforcing socialist modes 
of conduct-—-such as conscientiovs,: honest work, high work discipline, 
responsible handling of socialist property, respect for the work of others, 
high dedication to performance and achievement, conscious conduct in the 
overall social interest--economic agitprop related to the enterprise and 
the work collective is of special importance. And it will unfold in its 
full mobilizing capacity if it is organically connected with presenting 
overall party policy. We also should always frankly discuss problems 
which still remain to be solved in the further shaping of the developed 
socialist society. Knowing about economic requirements and social inter- 
connections increasingly turns out to be an important factor for giving 
rise to an aggressive atmosphere in the work collectives that {s marked 
by deliberate efforts in surmounting difficulties and obstacles, opposed 
to the waste of material and working time, and to disorder, and where the 
members of the collective feel responsible for plan fulfillment proper 
as to deadlines and qualities. 
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The economy as our maip battlefield, as our “common cause™ and as the "most 
interesting politics,"~ calls for the kind of atmosphere where the fulfill- 
ment and targeted overfulfillment of plans is a conscious objective in our 
efforts. A climate is wanted everywhere in which socialist competition 
prospers, work is respected, initiatives are released, collectives master 
their tasks through party strength and do not procrastinate with their 
complicated problems. We take into account here that the work collective, 
after all, is not only a field for work but also for political discussion 
and intellectual-cultural activity. The more concretely the best experience 
also in this field is presented, with general conclusions being drawn from 
it, the greater will be their benefit to the competition movement. 


We are shaping the developed socialist society under conditions exposed 

to the world. Day after day, all day long, ideological struggle is going on. 
In this field there can be no coexistence, there can be no compromises. We 
must at all times oppose, aggressively and intolerantly, any meddling in 

the internal affairs of our country and serve a sound rebuff to the im- 
perialist enemy, his diversionary activity and psychological warfare, and 
all his ideological helpers and stooges. Such a party-minded approach to 
our ideological conflict is helped by intensive history propaganda which 
treats cohesively, and thus in a consciousness forming manner, all the 
precesses in world, national and regional history. 


The “SED History Outline” and Ernst Thaelmann's biography convincingly 
demonstrate that our workers and farmers power is the homeland for the 
revolutionary traditions of the German workers class which are being 
cultivated and further extended among us, as is also indeed our people's 
whole democratic and humanistic legacy. The study of those books, the 
recollection of the course our party has caken, and the cultivation of the 
revolutionary, democratic and humanistic traditions, of which more should 
still be made in every town and every village, provide confidence and joy, 
and a spur for coping with current and future tasks. Our party's history, 
its struggle against imperialism, militarism and war and for establishing 
and safeguarding the workers and farmers power in our country, can be an 
important source for developing socialist consciousness, for strengthening 
our socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism, and for the 
readiness of today's generation of communists to fight with all their 
strength for the continued realization of the communist ideals. It is 
precisely this connection between past, present and future from where 

we derive our basic attitude of optimism. 


Convincingly Fighting for the Truth 


That the Marxist-Leninist world-outlook is cc*rect has long been proven in 
history. The truth is on our side. By itself, however, it will not pre- 
vail, let alone through abstract formulas remote from life or through 
empty babbling. Truth also needs convincing argumentation, logical 
evidence. No less important for effectively spreading our world-outlook 
is an exemplary attitude taken by «ach communist. He must be a convinced 
fighter, firm in principle, expertly informed, and a reliable spokesman of 
the working people. 
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Time and time again it has been found to be true that the effectiveness 

of political mass activity depends on active intraparty life. That is, 
essentially, being fostered when the basic party organizations, the member- 
ship meetings and the party groups prove to be the political homeground for 
the communists from where they receive their strength for solving their 
tasks and sound arguments for their political dialog with the working 
people. When they become familiar here with party policy and consult and 
inform themselves about all questions of life, the problems of work and 

the topical political events, then they get the basic equipment for being 
able to live up to the party principle: wherever there is a comrade, 

there also is the party. The "what" and the “how” and the “why” of our 
policy must mainly be explained, the causes and consequences of events and 
processes have to be uncovered, and the consequences resulting from all 

that for our action have to be revealed. Furthermore, from our ideological 
vantage point and from the firm position that we have reached, the many 
questions from the people must be answered in a concrete and creative manner. 
Everywhere we need the kind of party and mass propaganda which more strongly 
combines ideological substance with high-level modes of expression that 

can stir the people. 


Carrying Marxism-Leninism, the socialist consciousness, into the masses is 
a constant task. “Everything that sets people in motion must filter through 
their heads," Friedrich Engels wrote. But because ideological work always 
is work with people who change in times that change, the continuation of 
that thought by Engels also keeps its full validity, to the effect that 

the form it “assumes in those heads" depends “very much on circumstances." 


In our ideological work, we must thus always proceed from the proposition 
that socialist consciousness is not a given quantity for once and for all. 
Political steadfastness, for instance, must be worked for again and again. 
The revolutionary world process in its advance, the growth of socialism, 
the progress in our socialist economic integration, and the advances of 

our own country bring up problems that must be solved creatively. Every 
person therefore must turn new insights and experiences into his own in- 
tellectual property. it is natural that in this process, mainly nurtured 
by the party's political-ideological work, the people themselves change, 
that their thoughts and conduct develop and they become more mature. In 
constant confrontation with enemy incitement, self-aware personalities 
have grown up everywhere in our republic who are conscious of their dignity 
in being GDR citizens—persons with a high sense of political responsibility 
toward their workers and farmers state and with high vocational training 
and intellectual-cultural education. 


And it is precisely from this that we derive greater demands for the 

level of our political-ideological work, for disseminating the Marxist- 
Leninist world-outlook and: political information. More than 90 percent of 
our pupils attends the 10-grade polytechnical secondary school, 99 percent 
of our graduates is trained for an occupation. Since the founding of the 
GDR, 1.2 million citizens have graduated from a university or technical 
school. In 1955, only 30 percent of all working people had complete 
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school or still higher training behind it. Today, 76 percent of it has. 
Half of our population has grown up after 1945, under our socialist order. 


The effectiveness of our ideological work is sometimes put at a disadvantage 


by our not always taking full account of that development. Now and then 
insufficient attention is given to how much intellectual-cultural premises 
have changed and how diverse the experiences, interests and conditions are 
today in the various age-groups and social groups and in terms of cultural 
and educational levels. Ever increasing importance attaches to an intel- 
lectual-cultural life which in its basic contour and diversification will 
meet the grown interests and demands. 


The key problem of Marxist-Leninist educational work lies in enabling the 
party members and working people to comprehend the world as subject to 
inevitable development. After all, it is from the knowledge of the in- 
evitabilities in social development, of the connection between appearance 
and essence, and of the fact that in every social advance contradictions 
have to be resolved, which demands struggle and dedication, that the 
certitude and conviction of the correctness of our cause arise, the con- 
viction of the superiority of real socialism. Understanding the overall 
policy of our party, and its strategy and tactics, depends on it. That 
alone assures that the whole matter is comprehended as well as all the 
details. That way alone can the tasks of our daily work be met from a 


long-range vantage point. 


Marxist-Leninist educational and training work that convincingly explains 
by means of arguments that penetrate, are relevant to life and rich in 
facts our party policy so that everyone can understand it is an important 
precondition for making the communist independent in intensively carrying 
on the dialog with the working people and in engaging in creative polemics 
while taking issue with the enemy's ideology and policy. It will vitally 
contribute to bolstering the comrades’ fighting strength if it is based 

on the study of the works by Marx, Engels and Le .n and of the ninth party 
congress resolutions, in particular also of the party program, the Central 
Committee session resolutions and the speeches by SED Central Committee 
General Secretary Comrade Erich Honecker. 


Our party commands many tried and tested forms and means of ideological 
work. Better use must still be made of their potentials. ‘That holds true 
for theoretical training and education at the party schools and in the 
party study yeer as well as for other forms that effectively transform 

our ideology into words, pictures and sounds through political mass ac- 
tivity.’ But special importance attaches to political conversations, 

to the dialog with the working people. 


That is a form of communication which none other can substitute for. Our 
ideological work, after all, is not merely a mattter of handing on know- 
ledge. It is a genuine exchange of ideas, where there is argument and, if 
need be, quarrel as well. It is effective not only because it is active 
but also rapidly reactive to new manifestations of life, to problems that 
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have ripenéd, because it has convincing answers that mobilize for action 

to the questions life poses in our time. All this helps further consolidate 
our party's mass solidarity and takes us a step further on our successful 
course. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


CONT INUED FOR MARXIST POLEMICS EMPHASIZED 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 34 No 12, Dec 79 signed to press 7 Nov 79 
pp 1237-1243 : 


["Effective Ideological Work’ feature article by Prof Dr Herbert Steininger, 
program director, Marxist-Leninist Philosophy Department, Humboldt Univer- 
sity, East Berlin: "The Militant Spirit of Marxism-Leninism." For a trans- 
lation of an earlier East Berlin EINHEIT article by the author defending the 
socialist concept of freedom, see JPRS 68796, 18 Mar 77, No 1367 of this 
series, pp 82-91. For additional related information see the following 
items translated in JPRS issues of this series as indicated: by Dr Hermann 
von Berg disctssing possible compromises between Communists and social 
democrats, in 74447, 25 Oct 79, No 1729, pp 48-55; by Prof Hans Beyer 
analyzing the various stages and methods of the class struggle, in 67887, 

9 Sep 76, No 1290, pp 1-12; by Prof Klaus Heuer et al on intensification of 
the ideological confrontation, in 67432, 10 Jun 76, No 1252, pp 1-15; and by 
Dr Frank Rupprecht analyzing the Marxist-Leninist concept of peace, in 66956, 
12 Mar76, No 1212, pp 12-28] 


[Text] ". . . without polemics it won't work. The 
only question is whether one conducts polemics vividly, 
takes the offensive and brings up questions oneself, 
or only defends oneself, dry and boring." V. I. Lenin 


In our age as never before, intellectual life is governed by the struggle 
of ideas--by the intellectual struggle for men, their thinking, feeling and 
actions. This struggle, finding socialist and bourgeois ideology implacably 
opposed to each other, is increasing in scope and intensity. That has ob- 
jective causes. They are found in the penetrating social transformations, 
the worldwide revolutionary processes, which express the main substance of 
our era--the transition of mankind from capitalism to socialism, initiated 
by the Great Socialist October Revolution. The founders of Marxism charac- 
terized that transition as the end of prehistory and the start of the 
history of mankind properly speaking. Is it then not natural that this 
transition, unprecedented in all the history of humanity, summons, and 

pits against each other, all intellectual forces: those of historic pro- 
gress and reaction, the new ideas in the existence of the nations and the 
ideas of past social existence tied to the antagonistic class society? 
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The opposite characteristics of socialism and capitalism are coming into 
view more clearly in our age than ever. While socialism, despite all anti- 
communist distortions, emerges as the social order for the peoples that 
creates peace and causes and guarantees economic upswing, social security, 
freedom and justice, capitalism, time and time again, engenders new tension 
and war danger and is marked by crisis, stagnation, social insecurity and 
the suppression of elemental human rights. The result of it is that, 

with all the variety of international state relations we have in the world 
today, the conflict between the two social systems is the central axis of 
international development. 


The changes in the international balance of power in favor of socialism, 

the increasing power of real socialism, its growing influence in the inter- 
national arena and the greater authority and power of radiation of the 
doctrine of Marx, Engels and Lenin produced thereby have induced and are 
inducing imperialism to accommodate its strategy and tactics also to the 
new conditions of the class struggle in the ideological field. With its 
noisily proclaimed catch phrase of presumably recreating capitalist con- 
ditions in the GDR it could no longer operate effectively. Yet all the 

more those who nonetheless have precisely that in mind are bent on dis- 
crediting in the eyes of the people's masses the truly historic achievements 
of real socialism and on splitting the communist world movement, the leading 
force of the workers class and of all other working people by reviving 

every kind of bourgeois and petty bourgeois distortion of the scientific 
world-outlook of the workers class and promoting more and more sophisticated 
revisionist and reformist interpretations of Marxism-Leninism. Full of 
hatred, the attacks by imperialist reaction are directed against all 
material, political and intellectual processes in which the growing influ- 
ence of socialism manifests itself. 


This becomes especially apparent in the struggle for continuing the detente 
process. Those reactionary imperialist circles that could not prevent 
advances in this process so vital for the nations do what they can to stop 
and reverse it. In it, they are investing all means of ideological struggle. 
And not only in the matter of safeguarding peace through disarmament and 
detente but in all areas of public life a struggle is going on in which 

the imperialist ideologists are resorting to all material and intellectual, 
technical and commercial opportunities available to them. All variants 

of bourgeois ideology are being deployed against the workers class and 

the people's masses in their own area of supremacy as well as against 

the working people in the socialist countries. 


Our World-Out look--Objective Truth and Passionate Challenge 


All this requires of us to consolidate further the position of Marxism- 
Leninism, the world-outlook of the workers class, in the ideological struggle 
and to carry further, through mass effectiveness, our offensive in ideas. 

It is precisely in this sense that our party program has termed our aggres- 
sive and cogent confrontation with all manifestations of imperialist ideology 
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and policy the chief concern of our political-ideological work and under- 
scored the principle that belongs among the essential features of a 
Leninist-type party: "Wherever a communist works and lives--he will 
faithfully stand by the revolutionary workers class and the ideals of 
communism, aggressively reveal the antihuman and reactionary nature of 
imperialism, and rigorously engage in confrontation with its ideology!"” 
This combative and militant character is irrevocably an element of the 
Marxist-Leninist world-outlook. Through all its statements, insights and 
demands, there runs, like a red thread, this principle of party-mindedness. 
This is, in contrast with all other world-outlooks, the philosophical, 
economic and political outlook--including its political-moral standards and 
convictions--of a rigorously revolutionary class. It is of a scientific 
character and is the theoretical expression of the interests of the working 
class. As a working class tool, or weapon, for the fulfillment of its 
historic mission, Marxism-Leninism is consistently aimed at establishing 
and conveying scientific insights into the conditions, the objective laws, 
the goals and tasks, and the ways, forms and methods of the liberation 
struggle and the establishment of a new society. 


Our world-outlook entails theoretical statements, value judgments and 
standards for conduct which do not befog and disguise the class interests 
of the workers class from which they stem and at the implementation of 
which they are aimed. They were elaborated from the standpoint of these 
class interests. They reflect, explain, defend and promote them. The 
Marxist-Leninist world outlook--that is scientifically sound insight and 
a guide for conduct, objective truth and passionate challenge at one. 
That was the case when Marx, Engels and Lenin were elaborating the world- 
outlook of the workers class and then combined the highest scientific and 
theoretical accuracy with passion in their intellectual struggle and with 
a power of conviction in polemics that would sweep others along. And so 
it is also today and remains so because the historic triumph of socialism 
in our era also is a historic triumph of our revolutionary world-outlook, 
a triumph of its spiritual strength and its superiority in the now further 
intensifying contest of ideas. Every practical step forward taken by the 
revolutionary workers movement means it was achieved through Sapsanesse 
struggle against the bourgeois ideology. 


The Classic Authors--Masters in Polemics 


The works of the classic authors of Marxism-Leninism document the militant 
spirit of our world-outlook, are outstanding examples of aggressive struggle. 
Most of the works by Marx, Engels and Lenin originated, after all, in 

the direct struggle against bourgeois views and idealistic and metaphysical 
ideas, and they reflect that struggle. It-may be said that only he who can 
project himself into the prerequisites, conditions and results of that 
struggle, grasps the interconnections of the polemics conducted in the 

works of the classic authors, and thereby appropriates the polemical aspects 
of the ideas that gave those works their particular form, can actually make 


38 











our world-outlook truly his own in all its essentials. That is an extremely 
wide-ranging aspect for teaching and studying Marxism-Leninism in the party 
study year and for all our ideological work. The effectiveness of our 
ideological work largely depends on how well we succeed in creatively making 
use of the principles of aggressive confrontation with the opponent's 
ideology, as developed by the classic authors. 


Lenin, for instance, makes a point of the consistency with which Marx and 
Engels for almost half a century developed, and made prevail, materialism 
in interpreting society and nature, while they stubbornly came to grips with 
all idealistic conceptions: “Let us just take the various philosophical 
remarks by Marx in ‘Kapital’ and elsewhere, and we shall find an unchanging 
basic motif: defense of materialism and mockery and derision of all 
subterfuge, all confusion, all deviations toward idealism." And Engels 
likewise "in all his philosophical works, short and sweet, would confront 
in all questions the materialistic and the idealistic lines with each 
other. His whole struggle against Duehring, Engels conducted completely 

in the determination of consistenly abiding by materialism, accusing the 
materialist Duehring of obscuring the heart of the matter by verbiage, 

of mouthing platitudes or adopting a mode of looking at things that meant 

a concession to idealism, a transition to the position of idealism. Either 
consistent materialism to the end or the lie and confusion of philosophical 
idealism--that is the way the question is posed in every section of ‘Anti- 
Duehring. '"3 


Persistent and consistent issue with hostile ideas, with the bourgeois 
ideology, mark all the works in which Marx and Engels established the world- 
outlook of the workers class--from their joint opus, "The German Ideology," 
where they mainly pointed their criticism against Hegel's objective ideal- 
ism and the subjective idealism of the Young Hegelians, via the “Communist 
Manifesto," where they revealed without reservation the class-nature of 
bourgeois society while resolutely turning against conceptions of bourgeois, 
"true" and critical-utopian socialism, all the way to Engels’ late letters, 
in which he opposed those people who wanted to degrade historical material- 
ism into a nondialectical-mechanical theory on the course of history. The 
true genius of Friedrich Engels, as Franz Mehring wrote, showed itself 
precisely in that his polemical writings by no means fell into oblivion 
when what had caused the polemics was forgotten. The only reason why 

the name of Duehring still has a place in svciety is that Engels found him 
worthy of opposition once--in a militant tract that belongs among the most 
outstanding achievements of scientific socialism. Mehring makes a special 
point of the effectiveness, the power of conviction in the polemics in 
“Anti-Duehring" as elsewhere in Engels’ pamphlets. Like an athlete, 
Mehring writes, who sets the entire musculature of his body in motion 

even when he picks up a light object, because his immense strength gushes 
out of every pore, Friedrich Engels, in treating what seem to be minute 
matters, always puts the splendid performance of all his spiritual strength 
in motion. He exhibits an object from all its sides and illuminates it 
through his polemics in such a way that the most remote historic connections 
become visible. And this precisely makes those objects so colorful and 
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vivid.4 The works of Lenin are imbued with the same militant spirit and 
power of conviction in polemics as the writings of Marx and Engels. To 

us, the most prevalent question is: how do Marx, Engels and Lenin conduct 
their polemics, how do they contend for the positions of the workers class 
and in that very process develop the theoretical principles of revolutionary 
struggle? To answer that question we have to analyze the works of the 
classic authors of Marxism-Leninism also under the aspect of what con- 
clusions they give rise to for the militant offensive in our ideological 
work of today. . 


Class Content and Class Barriers 


Take Lenin's work "Proletarian Revolution and Renegade Kautsky" and the 
question treated in it of the relation between bourgeois and proletarian 
democracy. How does Lenin proceed in persuasively espousing the position 
of the revolutionary working class in this crucial matter? 


Based on facts, he gives the reader access to the theoretical and ideo- 
logical principles involved in the relations between bourgeois and prolet- 
arian democracy, and which must be known and mastered fully to make a clear 
Marxist standpoint possible in the first place. Based on Marx’ work "Civil 
War in France," on Engels’ introduction to that work, on Engels’ "The 
Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State," and on other works 
by the two founders of scientific socialism, Lenin then develops the 
Marxist conception of the nature and class character of the state--the 
core of the state and revolutionary theory of the revolutionary workers 
class. Lenin established that and why there could be no democracy as such 
and that there was in fact no such democracy, and that "pure democracy" 

is a catch phrase meant to fool the worker. Placed against that is the 
truth: history recognizes the bourgeois democracy, which came to replace 
feudal absolutism, and the proletarian, socialist democracy, which replaced 
bourgeois democracy. And by no means does Lenin deny that, compared with 
feudal rule, bourgeois democracy meant historic progress. On the contrary: 
he shows why the workers class, the forces of the working people in the 
capitalist countries, resolutely defended the democratic rights against 

the assault upon them by imperialist reaction, and why they must actively 
struggle for expanding those rights and for improving the situation of the 
working masses. 


In penetrating and polemical confrontation with the revisionist distortion 
of the doctrine of Marx, Lenin also developed further the theory of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat which, as a socialist democracy, represents 
a historically novel and higher type of democracy. He shows that, in 
contrast to bourgeois democracy, which for all intents and purposes con- 
fines itself to a mere formal proclamation of political rights and freedoms, 
socialist democracy actually guarantees the realization and exercise of 
social and political rights to the working people, freed from exploitation. 
And he combines his presentations with a comprehensive analysis of ex- 
periences previously gathered in the Great Socialist October Revolution. 
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The Soviet power gave the proletariat and the working class majority in 
Russia democratic rights and freedoms as they are impossible in any bourgeois 
republic--for the plain reason that in the socialist revolution property 
relations were fundamentally changed and, in the revolutionary transformation 
process, bourgeois parliamentarianism was replaced by the democratic organi- 
zation of the Soviets. "Proletarian democracy," Lenin concluded, “is a 
million times more democratic than any bourgeois democracy; the Soviet power 
is a ailliga times more democratic than the most democratic bourgeois 
republic." 


Lenin sharply posed basic theoretical insights of Marxism, generalizations 
drawn from the more recent historic experiences of the revolution, and 
their conclusions in opposition of the theoretical confusion and slanderous 
conceits of Kautsky. The nature of the opposing standpoints is brought 
out clearly and vividly thereby, and the explanation is provided, by ample 
facts, why Kautsky's position is incompatible with Marxism, which it 
corrupts and revises in fundamental respects. 


It is precisely in the outcome of such a party-minded approach that Lenin 
hits the core of the matter, and this not only in the work referred to. 
Democracy--for which class? Freedom--for whom and what for? Those are 
the cardinal questions, and only when they are properly answered will 
matters become clear. 


Attempts at disguising the class character of freedom and democracy, at 
deflecting from those cardinal questions, in other words, at confusing the 
masses and stopping them in fighting for their interests, are today as in 
Lenin's times among the standard procedures used by imperialist politicians 
and ideologues. Representatives of the most reactionary circles of 
monopoly capital, the ones striving the most for authoritative power, are 
clamoring the loudest today for freedom and democracy. The CDU/CSU in 

the FRG, for instance, came up in the election campaign with the demagogic 
slogan “freedom instead of socialism." But what is hiding behind it? 

They are talking about freedom but have in mind the monopoly bourgeoisie's 
unrestricted claim to predominance. On behalf of that claim, the private 
ownership in the means of production is demagogically pronounced to be the 
inviolable condition for human freedom per se. Other conceptions, including 
bourgeois-reformist ones, are also being attacked from that position as a 
"threat to freedom,” as soon as even the mildest suspicion arises they 
might place in doubt the unrestrained exercise of power and domination 

by the monopoly bourgeoisie. By all means they use they seek to remove 
from the field of vision the question as to whose freedom one is talking 
about when conservative-reactionary forces are talking of freedom. 


Approaching democracy and freedom from the standpoint of the workers class 
thus means and requires to penetrate to the essence of the phenomena, to 
the power and property relations of a society and always sharpen one's 
perception for the unbridgeable class barriers that separate socialism from 
capitalism in all domains of life. When we talk of democracy and freedom 
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in socialist society, what we are essentially concerned with is that 
everything is done with the people and for the people, that the interests 
of the workers class and of all working people are brought to realization, 
that they take part, with ever better expertise, in the exercise of power 
and the management of public affairs, and that they get a sound education 
and thus indeed become the conscious builders of the new society. And 
precisely for this reason, socialist democracy, and the freedom of the 
working people in socialism, cannot be measured with the yardstick of 
bourgeois ideas. 


At the same time we are posing a question that insists on an answer: 

Whose class interests might those be that are hiding behind the "recommen- 
dations" bourgeois ideologists are giving us for "improving" socialist 
democracy? Are we to let ourselves be tutored in democracy by those who, 
on behalf of reactionary class policy in their area of supremacy, seek to 
deceive the proletarians about their real class interests, suppress and 
manipulate them, and make decisions on the people's vital issues on which 
the working people have no significant influence? Our knowledge of the 
class character of socialist democracy includes our realization that the 
workers and farmers power can in no way be “improved” by adoptations from 
bourgeois democracy. Socialism is in essence deeply democratic. Through 
further developing and expanding socialist democracy we provide the space 
that is needed for revolutionary creativity, for the working people's 
activities. That is our irrevocable class position, which we defend against 
any attack from bourgeois ideologists--and through which we at the same time 
disclose the nature of the historically obsolete capitalist social and 
political system. 


Polemics as a Spiritual Weapon 


Important lessons, not last for effective party-minded polemics, can thus 
be learned from the works of the classic authors of Marxism-Leninism. Our 
polemics stands on unshakeable ideological-theoretical foundations. It 

is based om an all-round historic-concrete analysis of the fundamental 
statements in bourgeois and revisionist theories and exposes their class- 
bound social roots. Only that kind of an approach offers the possibility 
to disclose the nature of bourgeois and revisionist theories and their 
social function. For that reason, we must purposefully develop the 
ability to approach polemics in that sense. 


Marxist-Leninist polemics is not confined to refuting bourgeois conceptions. 
Nor does it merely amount to reiterating well-known basic verities of 
Marxism-Leninism, even if our enemies untiringly claim that to be so. The 
works of the classic authors are models for how the issue-taking with 
hostile conceptions constantly develops our theory further in that, in con- 
nection with questions discussed, new facts and insights are accurately 
analyzed and theoretical and practical conclusions are drawn from such ana- 
lysis. And precisely this creative approach to a large extent explains the 
growing authority of the world-oulook of the workers class and its super- 
iority to the bourgeois ideology. And this is what we find time and time 
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again in the ideological class struggle at present: bourgeois and revision- 
ist conceptions are to be defeated and are to be fought against mainly by 
the answers we have to new questions which have arisen from social develop- 
ment and from the struggle between the opposing social systems and which, 
based an the theory and method of Marx, Engels and Lenin, and on the real- 
izations made by the international communist and workers movement, were 
creatively elaborated and consistently made to support practical politics-- 
whereby, in other words, the correctness and society-forming capacity of 
our theory is confirmed in practice. 


Effective polemics furthermore always call for diversified approaches so 
that, among all the different bourgeois views, we can distinguish between 
those that express the interests of the most reactionary imperialist circles 
and others that suggest realistic and reasonable attitudes toward the basic 
issues in the existence of mankind, especially the question of war and peace. 
We also have to differentiate between views that reflect capital interests 
and others which, in the struggle against monopoly capital, are held by 
allies of the workers class. The communists have always regarded as their 
duty and task to attract more and more people to their common struggle for 
peace, democracy and social progress. 


These and other conclusions we may draw from the works of the classic 
authors of Marxism-Leninism to boost the militant spirit of our world- 
outlook are most timely and far-reaching. In his article, "Political 
Agitation and ‘Class Standpoint,'" which he wrote in 1902, Lenin said: 

"The party must always and continually broaden the influence of the workers 
movement on all spheres of public and political life in modern society. It 
must direct not only the economic struggle of the workers but also the 
political struggle of the proletariat. Not for a minute must it lose sight 
of our end goal, and it must always propagate the proletarian ideology, the 
doctrine of scientific socialism, i. e. Marxism, protect it from distortion 
and develop it further. We must indefatigably fight against every bourgeois 
ideology, whacever fashionable and shining garb it might put on."© This 
demand by Lenin has remained a timely one. We shall fulfill that demand 

in that each communist stands up and proves himself as a fighter on the 
ideological front. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


PROPER AGITPRi:: APPROACH ON LOCAL LEVEL EXPLAINED 


East Berlig EINHEIT in German Vol 34 No 12, Dec 79 signed to press 7 Nov 79 
pp 1244-1250 


{*Effective Ideological Work’ feature article by Jochen Pommert, secretary, 
SED Leipzig Bezirk Management: "The Values of Socialism--Our Best Argu- 
ments.” A translation of Erich Honecker's 30th GDR anniversary speech, 
cited in footnote 1 below, is available in FBIS Eastern Europe DAILY REPORT, 
Vol II, Wo 196, 9 Oct 79, pp E 5-E 14 (broadcast version) } 


[Text] “Never before in German history has there been a state in which the 
people can breathe so freely, tap the wellsprings of social wealth for them- 
selves, and use and augment all material and qpiritual values for their own 
benefit as in our workers and farmers power."* On this reality of our life, 
which persuasively attests to the fundamental changes in its existence for 
the good as to the superiority of our order over capitalism, the pride is 
based with which our republic's citizens look at what has been jointly ac- 
complished. Especially in recent years it has become ever more perceptible 
for every individual that true freedom and democracy, social security and 
comfort, the unity of peace and socialism and all the other fundamental 
values of socialism are historic achievements which increasingly more 
strongly mark personal and public life in our society, make it richer in 
content and make life worth living. This turns the values of socialisn, 
reflecting its real achievements and its fundamental importance to a free 
life, one of genuine human dignity, into personal convictions and standards 
of conduct in the consciousness of more and more people. 


Systematically propagating the advantages and values of socialism and its 
superiority over the capitalist system belongs among the central tasks of 
our party's political-ideological work. This, after all, concerns the goals 
and ideals of our struggle and their implementation and thus, simultaneously, 
the further deepening in understanding our party's strategy and tactics. 
There are mainly three reasons which require us to pay great attention in 
our ideological work to propagating the values of socialism. 


First: in pursuit of the Ninth SED Congress resolutions, we continue to 
develop the developed socialist society in our country, whereby we create 
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fundamental prerequisites for the gradual transition to communism. That is 
a process of penetrating political, economic, social and intellectual- 
cultural changes--a process toward qualitatively higher development. To 
turn it into a conscious process, we require the creative participation of 
all working people, their party-mindedness, their activity and a high 
degree of a social sense of responsibility. The more socialism is per- 
fected, the more important become for the conscious actions taken by the in- 
dividual in the labor process and in his exercising social rights and duties 
his deeper insigitts into the inevitabilities in social development, his 
evaluation of wha. has been achieved and jointly created from the standpoint 
of the workers class and hence, socialist convictions of the correctness of 
our course. 


To the extent that, by means of the party organizations’ effective ideo- 
logical work, the working people turn the values of socialist society into 
their own inviolable intellectual properiy, they become effective as mental 
impulses, effect their political and moral identification with socialism 
and become essential motivation for action. 


Second: the values and advantages of our social order have been formed and 
consolidated in our country during constant confrontation and sharp ideo- 
logical conflict with imperialist policy and ideology. They still remain 
today subject to the unavoidable ideological confrontation between the two 
opposed social systems. Especially at the present time--in view of the 
deepening general crisis in the capitalist system and of the decay and 

the increasing doubtfulness of bourgeois values-—-the imperialist ideologists 
are doing what they can to deny the values of socialism and its achievements 
like democracy, freedom and humanity. Half-truths about socialism must do 
their work there as must calumnies and falsehoods. That always is coupled 
with the efforts by the apologists of monopoly capital to present freedom, 
democracy and humanity as if they were values that belonged to capitalism 
and only to capitalism. We are seeing a process of which Marx and Engels 
wrote that with increasing capitalist contradictions "the previously trans- 
mitted conceptions of these interacting relationships sink down to mere 
idealistic phraseology, to deliberate illusions, to hypocrisy on purpose. 
But the more life itself gives the lie to them, the more vehemently they 
are being proposed, the more appectseiecal, moralistic and sacrosanct becomes 
the language of this normal society." 


The experiences of the Leipzig Bezirk party organization confirm the need 
of always making apparent the unbridgeable class barriers that separate 
capitalism from socialism in all areas of life. It becomes most effective 
to propagate the advantages and values of socialism and its superiority 
over the capitalist system of exploitation and suppression of the working 
people if this at the same time, aggressively and in party-mindedness, 
unmasks and destroys any conceptions that are hostile to socialism. 


Third: of inestimable importance is extensively disseminating the truth 
about real socialism, its essence, its achievements, and its future in the 
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political orientation of the anti-imperialist forces, its increasing influ- 
ence on the spreading of the people's struggle against the imperialist 
policy of exploitation, suppression and war preparation, and thus on the 
whole further course of the revolutionary world process. By doing everything 
we can in permanently securing and further extending the values and achieve- 
ments of socialism, we make our contribution as internationalists to helping 
millions and millions of working people in successfully moving ahead in 
progress and peace for their own benefit. 


In bolstering everyone's conviction to have chosen the correct side of the 
class barricade lies a high demand made on agitprop, on all party organiza- 
tions’ mass activity in propagating the advantages and values of socialism 
and its superiority to capitalism. This challenges every communist, because 
our party program says: "Wherever a communist works and lives, he will 
disseminate and contend for Marxism-Leninism as a guide for conscious 
conduct on behalf of the interests of the workers class and of all other 
working people, and he will demonstrate the superiority of socialism and 

of its values and achievements! 


Creating Awareness for the Magnitude of Our Achievements 


Living up to that program demand implies making ail citizens in our state 
aware of the historic magnitude of what has been achieved and created in 
our socialist society for the benefit of the people. The advantages and 
values of socialism--those ave, as you know, mainly those qualitatively 
new and forever improving social relations and conditions in our life as 
the inseparable unity between socialism and peace, our irrevocable friend- 
ship with the Soviet Union and our collaboration with the fraternal social- 
ist countries, proletarian internationalism and solidarity, comradely co- 
operation among all social classes and strata, social justice and the 
working people's high appreciation for work, social and personal freedom, 
socialist democracy, collectivity and the all-round development of person- 
ality. 


If in our days real socialism more and more persuasively proves to be the 
social order that conforms to the current interests of the working people 
and to the future interests of mankind, it is the outcome of our joint 
revolutionary struggle and of strenuous work. Freedom for the people 

and the citizen is as much inherent to our order as, for example, demo- 
cracy, and social security and comfort, which must be achieved and further 
developed step by step and must also be reliably protected from any e .emy 
attack. The political power exercised by the working class led by its 
Marxist-Leninist party and in alliance with all working people, and the 
public ownership in the means of production, have formed and are forming 
the crucial foundation for our successful advances on this course. 


Already it is part of the experiences of more than one generation in our 
country that a new, socialist way of life is forming on the basis of our 
socialist production relations. Also the growing identity between personal 
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and public interests, the stronger orientation of personal attitudes and 
decisions to overall social goals and economic necessities, as evidenced 
especially right now in the plan discussions about the 1980 economic plan, 
are such a result and expression of the socialist society formation process. 
They vividly reflect that in socialism economic development and social 
progress are one and the same thing and that here also a qualitatively new 
relationship has formed between the individual and society. In the various 
social activities of ‘the people's masses under Marxist-Leninist party 
leadership, a free and universal development of men and their personalities 
becomes as much manifest as the fact that the political rights and freedoms 
of the people, of all builders of socialism, are both in the text of our 
constitution and social reality. 


For that reason we can always show that the advantages of socialism always 
are the outcome of the conscious implementation of objective developmental 
requirements by the working people themselves, the historic achievement of 
the socialist revolution in our fatherland. We are always mindful of 
Comrade Erich Honecker's remark: "To understand the world of today, cor- 
rectly assess the revolutionary processes and the forces opposing it, 

and always find one's place of struggle, one must look at political mani- 
festations against the background of the economic power relations and 
social conditions. That means approaching things in the sense of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin. Because the fundamental difference between the two social 
systems lies in their production relations." 


This is what our experiences in our ideological work tell us: to create a 
convinced awareness of the magnitude of the achievements in real socialism, 
and of how hard the protracted class struggle with imperialism is, we need 
concrete facts and figures and material that provides us with evidence. 
Yet even figures alone are not enough. We are obviously well advised 
always to explain and analyze figures and facts politically and socially. 
Behind the figures there are social processes and political relationships. 
There is much talk, for instance, about housing construction. That work 
in this field proceeds, which is the centerpiece of our sociopolitical pro- 
gram, meets with the most vivid interest of the broadest population strata. 
And surely enough, to express and give an accounting for what we are 
achieving, and how much it costs, we also need figures. But they cannot 
tell everything of what is basic to our conception. Our experiences are 
telling us: talking about housing construction and housing policy mainly 
means talking about the social policy of our state, about the place of men 
in socialist society and about their character and human features. 





In our Leipzig Bezirk, housing construction nearly doubled within the last 
4 years. That is remarkable, and it does say something about the strength 
and potential of socialist planned economy and about our country's economic 
capacity. It also points to the determination with which we have addressed 
ourselves to a fundamental social goal of the workers movement, our solving 
the housing problem as a social problem. Through this magnificent housing 
construction program, the most important one in Leipzig's 800 years of 

history, the inglorious legacy of capitalist inequality and diversification 
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in theavailability, quality and conditions of housing, including the environ- 
ment, is gradually being abolished. It provides better possibilities and 
more favorable conditions for the development of personality and for a 
healthy, beneficial development of the family. 





Far more thus is involved than what the most impressive figures could ex- 
press. For our ongoing agitprop this means making our citizens more distinct- 
ly aware, and thus more convinced, of our social processes, socialist goals, 
and of the social concern of our housing policy. This makes socialism's 
superiority to capitalism fully apparent, in as much as it provides the evi- 
dence that in a social order where the means of production are public pro- 
perty, and where the purpose of production no longer lies in profit, all 
premises exist for solving the housing problem as a social problen. 


Leading from Experiences to Understanding 


The values and advantages of socialism, a constantly more thorough under- 
standing of its essence--also in terms of theory--are important elements 
in the intellectual life in our society. The political-ideological work 
in our bezirk party organization is aimed at using the experiences the 
working people are gathering in the course of socialist construction for 
their socialist consciousness development, for providing them with sound 
insights. 


It evidently is among the most important achievements of socialist society 
that it could give all working people the sense and conviction of social 
security and of human and social comfort. The GDR has been in existence 
for 30 years. And already there are several a,e groups of young citizens 
who know of the scourge of capitalist profiteering only from what their 
parents have told them and from history courses in school. Time and time 
again, in talks and discussions, one finds that job safety, the right to 
work granted and insured, the growing opportunities for being able to 
develop and to prove oneself in daily work, and the assurance young people 
have that they can look foward to an apprenticeship after graduating from 
school are matters that are looked at as accepted facts. Is that not 
eloquent testimony? Yet socialist power and property relations were needed 
to create the conditions that enable man to work for himself and to find 
joy and satisfaction in his work. Work for society is in socialism work 
for oneself, and conversely--knowing this lends new dimensions to socialist 
competition and is an important potential in improving our country's 
efficiency. 


In view of permanent unemployment in capitalist countries, worsening job 
insecurity due to capitalist rationalization, and an ever wider disqualifi- 
cation of the workers because of the capitalist manner in which scientific- 
technical data are utilized, the historic superiority of socialism becomes 
ever more clearly apparent. Demands by the revolutionary workers movement 
which still motivate strikes today in the capitalist countries--like the 
effectuation of the right to work, codetermination in economic affairs, 
equal wages for equal labor, and equality between men and women in the 
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production process-—-all that has been brought to real -«tion among us and 
counts among the most important achievements and accomplishments of social- 
ism and its builders. Humanity in action it can also be called with every 
good reason. Our social order grants every citizen space and opportunity 
for initiative-rich and creative work. It is as Lenin said, that not until 
socialist conditions are established can the personal initiative of millions 
unfold without restraint in competition. 


In the shaping of the developed socialist society, the working people's 
basic interests in a life in human dignity with an assured future find 
their striking expression in the main task as formulated by our party, 

the unity between economic and social policy. For bringing the main task 
to realization, however, further efficiency improvements, the constant up- 
grading of work, more effectiveness and utmost thrift are a precept of 
economic reason as well as of our desire to insure, and extend further 

step by step, the material and intellectual-cultural standard of living 
which we have reached. A crescent of spiritual import impossible to 
overlook stretches from our party slogan of the early years of our beginning, 
"First work more, then live better," to the socialist competition slogan 

of today, “Draw greater benefit from every mark, every working hour and 
every ounce of material!" At that time as well as today, it has been true: 
freed from capitalist exploitation, disfranchisement and the mental fetters 
of the bourgeois system, the working people in our country themselves are 
the ones who, fully confident of their own work and their own strength, 
decide on how to shape their public life. And that is why we attach great 
importance to furnishing sound theoretical evidence to the effect that our 
increased economic efficiency has become the crucial prerequisite for 
solving all problems in our social development. Explaining these problems 
goes on in close combination with other explanations, and with creating 
awareness for the strategic line and the everyday tasks of our party policy. 


One important task of the basic organizations in this connection lies in 
enabling the communists to live up better and better to their model role 
and to give persuasive answers to the questions from the working people. 
Extensive insights into economic exigencies are more indispensable today 
than ever to determine more accurately one's own contribution, the value 

of one's own achievements and to gage their results against economic re- 
quirements. Also, and especially, in discussions of what seem to be purely 
economic requirements, the values of socialism and the presentation of its 
advantages for man constitute weighty arguments, important stimuli for 
initiative-rich action, of which we must make deliberate use. 


Many aspects of our social life which an individual may take for granted-- 
such as the effectuation of the right to work, social security and comfort, 
high education for all, or woman's equality--are a reflection of our 
triumphant forward march. They are the fruit and result of the hard decades 
of struggle, often requiring much self-denial, by the workers class and all 
working people under our party leadership in the GDR. To make everyone 
aware of that is an important task in our propagating the advantages and 
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values of our social order. With it, we also contribute to an understanding 
of the dialectics between ideal and reality. It so turns out that our 
country's course of historic development is identical with that process 
that has more and more turned the ideals of the revolutionary workers move- 
ment into reality. Granted, as ideas, as desirable goals, they inspired 
the German workers class struggle against capitalist exploitation, dis- 
franchisement and suppression. They imbued the working people's struggle 
for the revolutionary transformation of all forms of existence, and for 
establishing a social order committed to peace. Still today these ideals 
shape the struggle of the working people who still live under capitalist 
domination. Their materialization and continuously more explicit shape 

in our country are the result of the birth and growth of socialism. We 

are therefore justified in regarding them as the fruit of the revolutionary 
struggle of our people under our Marxist-Leninist party leadership, as 

the result of the diligence and skill of our working people in bringing 

to realization their very own personal vital interests by erecting the 
power of the workers class and its allies. 


The proverb of being the architect of one's own fortune has assumed great 
and profound meaning for the individual and all society in socialism. 


Socialism Is Democracy in Action 


For good reason we count socialist democracy among the achievements and 
values of socialism. Life in our socialist state is marked by the million- 
fold political and social activities of its citizens. Through impressive 
campaigns they decide on its present and future--well aware that they have 
the power and are the public owners of the means of production. Lenin's 
remark that socialism raises the mass of the working people up to in- 
dependently participating in social affairs has also been confirmed in 

our republic. 


On the basis of our socialist power and property relations, the working 

people, with the working class in the lead, create our material and cultural 

wealth. While they purposefully preserve and increase our social wealth, 

as its socialist producers and proprietors, and are intent on improving the 
effectiveness and quality of labor through their great skill and economic 

vision, they simultaneously lay the foundations for our purposefully con- 

tinuing our policy for the good of the people. This explains the working 

people's interest and eagerness to take part directly in the shaping of ⸗ 
public life. The socialist social order needs this democratic participa- 

tion by all and provides for it a broad field for creative action. 


The politically aware and creative activities, relying on expert knowledge, 
and the initiative of the working people in the productive sphere is the 
crucial advantage socialist democracy has over any bourgeois democracy-- 
whatever it may be like. It is especially here in material production where 
the decisive prerequisites are created for the development of all other 
domains of society. Filled with that realization in the current discussion 
of the 1980 economic pan are the various recommendations from the workers, 
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the cooperative farmers, the intelligentsia, youths and women. They all 
aim at the one target of significantly improving our labor productivity 
through personal efforts in tapping economic reserves, producing great 
rationalization effects through applying scientific data, and more sensibly 
using the public labor capacity in our economy. This deliberate co- 
determination of the working people reveals the nature of socialist demo- 
cracy most conspicuously. In determining the "what and how” of production, 
they make the decision on what they and what all society will be tomorrow. 


In the process of this active democratic partnership, the working people 

are growing with their tasks. The need and requirement to participate in 
decisions stimulate the desire to get still higher skills in order to be 

able to make still more expert decisions. In the democratic exercise of 

power the talents and abilities of the socialist citizens unfold in many 

ways, their political and intellectual-cultural horizon widens, and they 

develop in the comprehensive sense as socialist personalities. 


Socialist democracy means exercising the right to partnership and partici- 
pation by all working people in all public decisions. That takes place 

in the work collective and in the residential area, in the enterprise and 
in town. It extends to the working and living conditions and to preparing 
the laws of our state. The current discussion of the 1980 economic plan 
is both a great debate and a broad democratic campaign on completing this 
law that wfll lend substance and direction to our work next year and is 

of the greatest impoitiance to continuing the tried and tested economic 
and social policy of the ninth party congress. 


For further perfecting our socialist democracy, the work of the party 
organizations in our bezirk is aimed at an increasingly extensive unfolding 
of new mass initiatives for the all-round strengthening of our socialist 
fatherland. The party organizations are seeing to it that in the practice 
of state and economic management broad working people participation is 
always insured and promoted henceforth. They make absolutely sure that 
recommendations, suggestions and petitions are attentively and carefully 
dealt with and that they are handled as expeditiously as possible. Prac- 
tical experience confirms time and time again that properly working on 
petitions, proposals and critiques leads to improvements in the working 
style as such. The kind of working style that has been called for in the 
ninth party congress resolutions and the most recent Central Committee 
sessions fosters socialist consciousnesss development and helps create 

the necessary and, possibly, most favorable conditions for more fruitful 
and effective ideological work. Our bezirk management in this connection 
advises all party organizations to make sure in their political-ideological 
and economic-organizational work that increasingly more extensive use is 
made of the advantages of socialist democracy and its magnificent possibili- 
ties in socialist competition, in shaping public life within the territory. 
For part of propagating the values and advantages of socialism is their 
practical handling and use in all political work. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


IDEOLOGICAL INDOCTRINATION ADVOCATED TO IMPROVE WORK DISCIPLINE 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 186, 7 Dec 79 p 3 


[Report from Berlin: "SED Criticism of Inadequate Work Discipline." 
A translation of the East Berlin EINHEIT article cited below follows 
this commentary] 


[Text] The SED organ EINHEIT has come out with sharp criticism of the 
partly inadequate work morale by those who work in the GDR economy. "Lack 
of discipline, sloppiness" should not be tolerated but become subject to 
“tenacious and convincing confrontations" in the work collectives. The 
journal conceded that there was "absolutely no automatism" between 

working on the basis of public property and the formation and consolidation 
of a “socialist work attitude." For that, one would rather have to struggle 
daily anew. Reinforcing work morale and active dedication to insuring 
higher order, security and discipline therefore called for target-directed 
political—ideological work in the party collectives in the enterprises. 
(EINHEIT 12/79) 


Labor Scholar's Discussion 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 34 No 12, Dec 79 signed to press 7 Nov 79 
pp 1251-1256 


["Effective Ideological Work' feature article by Dr Erwin Schmidt, direc- 
tor, Marxist-Leninist Philosophy Department, Fritz Heckert Trade Union 
College, National Executive Committee, Free German Trade Union Federation 
(FDGB): “Socialist Attitude Toward Work to Be Resolutely Developed." For 
related information see the following items translated in JPRS issues of 
this series as indicated: article by Dieter Gerold and Gerda Wippold, 
under the heading, “Individual Consumption, Moral Development in Socialism 
Discussed,” in 73036, 20 Mar 79, No 1659, pp 19-37; by Dr Harald Schliwa, 
"Problems in Developing Socialist Consciousness Discussed," in 71101, 11 
May 78, No 1533, pp 42-57; by K-H. Blueher, "Need to Mold Workers Into 
"Socialist Personalities’ Discussed," in 68473, 3 Jan 77, No 1341, pp 8-11; 
and by Dr Horst Jetzschmann and Dr Rosemarie Winzer, "Work Collectives Dis- 
cussed as Aids to Personality Development,” in 65232, 15 Jul 75, pp 6-14] 
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[Text] Great things have been achieved in the last three decades in the 
enterprises, the fields, the schools, in public health-—-in all domains of 
our public life. Workers, cooperative farmers, members of the intelli- 
gentsia and other working people have, under our party's target-directed 
leadership, and under stremous, diligent and conscientious efforts, turned 
our country into one of the ten strongest industrial states in the world. 
In pursuit of the clear Marxist-Leninist course of the eighth and ninth 
party congress, decisive things were done in bringing to realization the 
purpose of socialism, of doing everything for the good of the people and 
for the interests of the workers class and all working people on a higher 
and higher level. Every citizen in our republic can today confirm through 
his own experiences: it is good and safe to live in our socialist land 
which is firmly anchored in the community of the fraternal socialist coun- 
tries and is resolutely dedicated to the preservation of peace and social 
progress. 


Our program on growth, prosperity and stability has borne rich fruit. A 
task of target-directed political-ideological work must be to deepen the 
realization that this is the work of the people itself, the outcome of 
arduous, creative work by millions of working people for their own good 
and for the benefit of the whole. It is the result of our party policy 

as it is being brought to realization through the diligent and conscientious 
efforts of the working people. At the same time it is important to deepen 
the realization and strengthen the certitude everywhere that we shall re- 
solutely proceed on our sound and successful course--in securing and 
further, step by step, developing the material and cultural standard of 
living our people have reached—-even under altered external conditions, 

as was once again reaffirmed at the 10th SED Central Committee session. 


Decisive Source of All Wealth 


This makes a high demand on the political-ideological work of the party, 
the trade unions, and all social organizations. Because this involves the 
realization that in the future as well it will depend on the efforts by all 
of us how well we can progress in consistently fulfilling the ninth party 
congress resolutions. Also under the conditions of socialist production 
relations, work, after all, remains the source of all wealth, it being the 
"principal condition for all human life."* Also in socialism, work remains 
the most important activity in men’s lives. Through work, man, in his 
metabolish with nature, can develop and embody his essential capacities 

by making, through what he does, external natural conditions serve his 
purposes. 


Based on that it is important to boost the awareness that not until social- 
ist society--where man no longer confronts the means of production and 

the results of his labor as alien powers dominating him because the means 
of production are the property of all the people, and the exploitation of 
man by man is eliminated--the people owns what the people's hands have 
produced. On this basis alone can work have personality-shaping effects 
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in the comprehensive sense and for all working people. Not until there 
are socialist conditions, therefore, can work turn more and more into 
a human need, a source of joy and satisfaction. 


Under our social conditions, each individual, through his work, through 
carrying out his labors with care, discipline and creativity, helps our 
socialist society as a whole advance on the road of social progress. And 
on this work depends how each individual develops further as a personality 
because of it, how fully his physical and mental abilities and skills un- 
fold, and with how much substance and culture he can invest his life. 


For the. tasks to be solved at present with a view to the future, concrete 
areas of major emphasis, concrete demands, arise in this. Where lies the 
focal point? What is necessary so that we can also in the future continue 
with success our tried and tested course that aims at the good of the 
people? A clear answer to that came from the 10th SED Central Committee 
session: "Dynamic growth in economic efficiency, mainly in industry, and 
the requisite boost of the distributable end product have become the 
crucial prerequisite for solving all problems in our social development. 
There is no other way," Comrade Erich Honecker, emphasized, "for solving 
the decisive tasks in the further shaping of socialist society." 


Each Individual Is Summoned 


What we have to do in our political-ideological work thus is to prove that 
our advancing in that direction calls for new magnitudes in the development 
of the GDR's economic efficiency. What matters is to sharpen our percep- 
tion and to see that strengthening our material-technical base--to improve 
the prerequisites for increased material production--makes higher demands 
on the political management of these processes by the party, on our economic 
management cadres on all levels, on all social organizations and on each 
individual working person. It, patently, is only possible to distribute 
more if each on his job dedicates himself actively to augmenting public 
wealth. "Each sociopolitical advance presupposes increasing the perform- 
ance in the entire economy--the performance in each combine, enterprise, 
cooperative, town and community, and by each individual."? 


And all this is necessary not only on behalf of our people's prosperity. 

In all our political-ideological work the point is always again to deepen 
the realization that all we do as socialist patriots at the same time is 
aimed at that which we know we are committed to as proletarian internation- 
alists: to secure the peaceful conditions for the creative work of millions 
of people, and to make our contribution to the struggle for peaceful co- 
existence and detente, for ending the arms race and for disarmament, and 
for revolutionary change in the world. That is all the more important in 
view of the sharpening conflict between socialism and imperialism, in view 
of the designs by the most aggressive circles of monopoly capital to push 
mankind into a world bristling with weapons and keep mankind worried con- 
stantly about the danger of war. 
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Strengthening our material-technical base is the link here on which our 
efforts must be concentrated. Finding this task everywhere of vital im- 
portance for the people and acting accordingly will largely depend on how 
well we shape the appropriate attitude for it among all working people 
through everyday political-ideological indoctrination and on how we succeed 
in further promoting each individual's creative thoughts along those lines 
and in stimulating and organizing his activities, directing them at our 
unified goal. Accelerated growth in our economic efficiency results from 
the diligent, honest, conscientious and socially useful labor of millions 
of working people. It depends on “how, for common goals and hard deadlines, 
the struggle for solving complex and important tasks is organized. For 
that one needs enthusiasm and passion, a genuine collective work atmosphere, 
and constant care for the work's continuation, which includes properly 

timed decisions.'4 


Acting in the Overall Interest 


The feats of labor in recent years, especially the initiatives in honor of 
the 30th anniversary of the founding of the GDR, have proven in many ways 
that politically responsible action on behalf of the republic's overall 
interests is becoming more and more prominent. Innumerable initiatives and 
forms of competition testify to that, such as the "notes on the plan,” 
“each supplies each with quality," or the "initiative shifts." The spectrum 
of deliberate commitments is broad and manifold. From the Nordhausen 
telecommunications plant, for instance, there came the "personal plan com- 
mitment," which focuses on exceeding the plan in terms of volumes, assort- 
ments and qualities while making more efficient use of material, energy, 
manpower and so forth. The Hans Kiefert youth brigade in Berlin's under- 
ground structures combine, under the motto “each day with a fine balance- 
sheet," aims at exceeding the plan daily. PCK Schwedt started the move- 
ment that is called "fewer workers produce more" which focuses on inten- 
sification and rationalization and on the application of scientific labor 
organization. Under the slogan "ten minutes from us--ten minutes for us," 
the Patrice Lumumba youth brigade in Berlin's metallurgical and semifinished 
products plant has started a movement on the efficient u.ilization of work- 
ing time and the optimum capacity use of machinery and installations. The 
initiative produced by the Albert Schweitzer collective, “top performance 
through research initiatives and socialist cooperative work," orients to 
optimal scientific-technical research data and their rapid application in 
production. "Reducing production consumption" is the leitmotif and a 
demand for reducing the expenditure in labor, working time, material, 
energy and so forth per production unit at the Albert Funk metallurgical 
combine in Freiberg and in the Karl-Marx-Stadt industrial plant. 


All these and many other initiatives reveal most clearly: a characteristic 
feature of socialist labor, freed from exploitation, is that more and more 
working people strive for optimum labor results and a constantly increasing 
intrinsic value of their work performance. An analysis of these initia- 
tives makes also visible, however, that there is no automatism between 
working on the basis of public property and the formation and consolidation 
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of a socialist work attitude. For that, one rather has to struggle daily 
anew. Experience has shown that in places where a creative political- 
ideological atmosphere is provided, where communists, the core of the work 
collective, set fine examples, where the trade unions and social organiza- 
tions get actively involved and the managers themselves conduct political 
discussion, that which has become all too comfortable is most effectively 
thrown overboard, struggle goes on for new solutions, and a militant work 
attitude is formed. And the analysis also shows that there are many 
objective and subjective factors that have much to do with the degree to 
which more and more working people adopt consientious and disciplined work 
oriented to the good of all as their standard of daily conduct. 


Knowing about the meaning of work in socialist society is a factor that 
deserves special attention in our political-ideological work. Those who 
start such outstanding initiatives have this in common that they not only 
know what they are doing but mainly also why they are doing it. Target- 
directed political-ideological work leads to the realization that in 
socialism, work means, to quote Lenin, “coping with hard work in a self- 
less way, being concerned about improving labor productivity, and about 

the protection of every pood of grain, coal, iron and other products."> 

To us that means today: everyone on his job must live up to his persona. 
responsibility for the penetrating intensification of production, the 
progress of science and technology, socialist rationalization, the 

saving of working time, jovs and labor, and the thrifty use of raw material 
and all resources available to us. To make that kind of an attitude the 
standard of conduct for all working people, we must through purposeful 
political-ideological work always again lead experiences into the conscious 
realization that in socialism the individual's acts on behalf of society's 
overall interests are of benefit to himself, serve his own well-being. 


High Demand Placed on Management Activity 


It is deeply in the interest of all of us that the workers class together 
with its allies uses its power to “augment rapidly as possible the mass of 
the productive forces,"© as Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels already showed 
that to be so in their “Communist Manifesto." Yet understanding this inter- 
connection alone is not enough to form a work attitude by which a greater 
benefit is drawn from every mark, every working hour, every ounce of 
material. That also depends on such other factors as the overall organiza- 
tion of production, production preparation, material allocation, continuity 
in the production process and so forth. No less important is the kind of 
work atmosphere in which creativity can prosper and is encouraged, where 
new ideas are discussed and ways are sought for putting them in circulation. 
A good working climate implies that all obstruction is attacked and done 
away with energetically, relationships of mutual aid and comradely coopera- 
tion are cultivated, and achievements are materially and morally recognized. 
That also includes that lack of discipline and sloppiness are not tolerated 
but that such manifestations and odes of conduct are subject to tenacious 
and convincing confrontation in the work collectives. 











To take care of all that makes high demands on the managers on all levels. 
They have to create the preconditions for assigning clear and accountable 
tasks in every area and for working out major emphasis areas that have to 
be tackled in any given field, for having the collectives correctly break 
down the plan tasks and supervise, account for and analyze their fulfill- 
ment. Seeking new ways for improving labor productivity on this basis, 
for how, through an intensive use of the qualitative factors in economic 
growth, more can be produced while expenses for it are reduced--that in- 
cludes thoroughly familiarizing the working people with the higher demands 
and seeking together with them solutions for how the plan may be fulfilled 
smoothly and on schedule or enjoy a targeted overfulfillment. 


Tapping the rich experiences available in the collectives, encouraging the 
readiness for risks, reinforcing that position and not evading the growing 
tasks but showing elan in coping with them--all that, first and foremost, 
calls for exemplary work by the managers themselves. Ue should more 
strongly take into account, as Comrade Erich Honecker summarized the 
matter in his concluding speech at the 10th Central Committee session, 
“that the results of the devoted work by the collectives greatly depend 
on the fighting spirit, the organizational talent and the intolerance the 
managers show to deficiencies and inadequacies. They depend on their 
ability to develop a mass-solidary working style and to meet their respon- 
sibility even under complicated conditions, with a cool head, with reason 
and with readiness for risks." 


The formation and further molding of socialist modes of thought and conduct, 
the strengthening of a high work morale, and active efforts for insuring 
high order, security and discipline--therein lies a great demand on the 
political-ideological work of the party collectives and of the other social 
organizations. In talks on the job, in the membership meetings of the 
communists, in the political-ideological work of the trade unions, as 

for instance in the “schools of socialist labor," or in many other forms of 
political-ideological activity, the main point is to clarify basic political 
questions and thereby to convey a thorough glance at industrial and economic 
interrelationships. Conscious involvement in meeting our high economic 
objectives does, after all, presuppose an understanding of the workings 

of the economic laws and makes possible for everyone to be able to under- 
stand still better the value and importance of his daily work. Another 
reason why that is of such great importance is that with increasing technical 
advances the social effects of good or less good economic achievements also 
assume increasing dimensions. Whether or not certain economic achievements 
have been performed-~-may they concern volumes, qualities or assortments, 
innovator developments, .cost reductions or the level of R&D data--may not 

be so very serious for a particular job or one's own enterprise, may just 

be a matter of a pfennig or two. Yet on the economic scale they often 

have implications going into millions. To bring out the whole scope of 

one person's work, to show how an individual's daily work is embedded in 

the whole, is an extremely important field for political-ideological ac- 
tivity in further shaping a work attitude based on a sense of responsibility 
to society at large. 
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Socialist Competition--Source of New Initiatives 


The main form of mass initiative, which significantly shapes the work 
attitude, is socialist competition. It is--as Lenin has said--the 
decisive means for leading the mass of the working people toward economic 
development by combining the latest word of science and gechnology with 
the laboring masses in socialist large-scale production. It is one of 
the most essential forms of the exercise of power by the workers class 

in the most important sphere of our life, that of material production. 


The sponsors and organizers of socialist competition are the trade unions, 
organizing it as political action taken by the working people. In 
carrying on socialist competition after the 30th GDR anniversary, all 
working people are called on to contribute to raising our republic's 
economic efficiency under the tried and tested competition s ©; a: 

"Draw greater benefit from every mark, every working hour ana every ounce 
of material!" Thus, the seventh session of the FDGB National Executive 
Committee assigned as target for the future course to make sure, through 
socialist competition by way of increased socialist rationalization, that 
the most efficient economic results are achieved through the least amount 
of effort. Still more intensive use has to be made of the qualitative 
growth factors to boost our national income both by increasing our output 
and by rigorously reducing our prime costs. The main thing here is to 
accelerate our scientific-technical progress and to insure truly compre- 
hensive use of the science and technology data, further develop modern 
technologies and scientific labor organization, improve qualities, make 
full capacity use of basic assets and, for reducing production consump- 
tion, save energy, raw materials and material everywhere. Every enter- 
prise should come up with concrete objectives for insuring the planned 
cost reduction and for an additional reduction of costs by one percent. 


Decisive here will be how these uniform tasks can be converted in each 
area into concrete objectives and organizational forms of socialist com- 
petition that would conform to differing production conditions. Because 
production conditions differ not only among the various industrial 
branches where tasks identical in kind may have to be solved in conformity 
with prearranged organizational structures perhaps. Even in enterprises 
in one and the same industrial branch there are often great differences 

in production conditions and commodity assortments, techniques and tech- 
nology, equipment and manpower qualifications. Moreover, there are main 
emphasis production tasks in the enterprises, through the solution of 
which the way is paved to coping with other problems. And that is why one 
muct set down precisely everywhere what under concrete conditions has to 
be assigned as target regarding the technical and technological develop- 
ment, the working time utilization, the basic assets utilization and so 
forth, to insure plan fulfillment proper as to deadlines and qualities. 
Realistic, demanding and concrete objectives and knowing why and how they 
are to be attained are crucial preconditions for having the work collec- 
tives compete for their fulfillment in socialist collective efforts. 
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The concrete production conditions furthermore make it necessary that 
always those forms of competition are developed or taken over that are 
appropriate to them. Many initiatives arise and are encouraged by the 
activities of the party, the trade unions and other social organizations. 
From this especially the trade unions get the important task to see to it, 
through conducting competition”in concrete terms, through thoroughly in- 
forming the working people, and through drawing general rules from the 
results of the best workers, that everywhere such conditions are systen- 
atically created that will widely encourage new initiatives, make full 
use and promote the working people's skills and abilities, and make every 
person realize -through his personal experiences that it is worthwhile 

to come up with fine achievements for society. 


In this way socialist competition will still more effectively shape the 
political-moral look of the working people, community spirit and helpful- 
ness, responsible conduct toward the collective and toward all society 
will deepen, and the joy in work and dedication will grow. To the extent 
that .he working people comprehend that the overall social interests are 
their own and they base their daily conduct on that comprehension-—-we will 
create through our work ever improving preconditions for carrying on in 
the successful implementation of the eighth and ninth party congress 
policy, which serves the interests of the workers class and the well- 
being and happiness of our people. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. Friedrich Engels, "Dialectics of Nature," Marx/Engels, “Werke” (Works), 
Vol 20, Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1962, p 444. 


2. “Dem 30. Jahrestag der DDR entgegen. Aus dem Schlusswort des Genossen 
Erich Honecker auf der 10. Tagung des ZK der SED" (Appreaching the 30th 
GDR Anniversary--From Comrade Erich Honecker's Concluding Speech at the 
10th SED Central Committee Session), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 
1979, p 191. 
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8. Vv. L. Lenin, op. cit., pp 412-413. 


9. Cf. Johanna Toepfer, “Our Tasks in the 1979/80 Trade Union Elections,” 
TRIBUENE, 10 September 1979, p 4. 


5885 61 
cso: 2300 








GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SOCIALIST LITERATURE'S "HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITY’ EXPLAINED 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE~TAGESDIENST in German No 184, 5 Dec 79 ‘iwe-kultur’ supplement 


[Report from Berlin: "SED Attacks Critical Authors." A translation of 
the East Berlin EINHEIT article cited below follows this commentary] 


[Text] The theoretic SED journal EINHEIT has again fiercely attacked the 
GDR authors who take a critical view of the GDR's political and social 
development. Those authors were mechanically comparing the ideals of 
socialism with the “right now obviously in many regards still incomplete 
condition.” Some of them were turning their disappointment in that "real 
socialism" did not conform with their petty bourgeois ideas “into the 
pain and disappoint-nt of all." As possible causes for such positions 
EINHEIT mentioned “helpless in facing complicated problems of our life 
and of the international clases struggle," “giving way to bourgeois ideo- 
logy,” “underestimating the enemy" and "petty bourgeois conceptions of 
socialism.” Regardless of the causes, a “confrontation on principle" 
was needed with the political and ideological position on which such 
literature was based “in the interest of our socialist society and of 
the happy life of the people in it." (EINHEIT 12/79) 


SED Cultural Policy Expert's Discussion 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 34 No 12, Dec 79 signed to press 7 Now 79 
pp 1288-1294 


{Article by Prof Dr Eberhard Roehner, SED Cultural Policy Department, Karl 
Marx Party College, SED Central Committee: "On the Literary Shaping of 
History." A translation of Erich Honecker's 30th GDR anniv sary speech, 
cited in footnote 5 below, is available in FBIS Eastern Eur e DAILY RE- 
PORT, Vol II, No 196, 9 Oct 79, pp E 5-E 14 (broadcast version). The East 
Berlin EINHEIT item cited in footnote 6 is an abridged reprint from Moscow 
KOMMUNIST in Russian No 11, July 1979, pp 11-24; a translation of the 
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Russian original is available in JPRS 74317, 4 Oct 79, USSR REPORT: 
TRANSLATIONS FROM ‘KOMMUNIST' No 11, July 1979, pp 11-25. ‘For a trans- 
lation of excerpts from GDR Writers Union President Hermann Kant's reports 
to the 30 May 79 executive meeting in East Berlin, cited in footnote 7, see 
JPRS 73773, 28.Jum.79, EAST EUROPE REPORT: POLITICAL, SOCIOLOGICAL AND 
MILITARY AFFAIRS No 1693, pp 47-51. Translations of further discussions 

of the topic are published in the following JPRS issues of this series as 
indicated: by GDR Deputy Minister for Culture Klaus Hoepcke et al, under 
the heading, "Culture Authorities Justify Limitations on Criticism of 
Socialism," in 73555, 25 May 79, No 1685, pp 35-60, two Cologne DEUTSCHLAND- 
ARCHIV articles by Harald Kleinschmid on controversies in GDR literature, 
in 72560, 4 Jan 79, No 1630, pp 36~43 and 70781, 15 Mar 78, No 1513, pp 
78-84 ] 


[Yext] Literature on historical subjects, thanks 
to its specific form-giving and effect-creating 
potentials, has a great influence on the develop- 
ment of a vivid relationship with history. Scie - 
tific and literary-artistic treatments of the pa 
complement each other. They gain their value frou 
being relevant to the present. Through the 
individually shaped assessment of the past in 
literary works and in the reception accorded such 
literature, and through the party-minded position 
taken by the writers and the readers in the 
spiritual struggle of the present, literature 
helps mold productive attitudes toward life. 


The associates of museums and historic monuments, of the Culture League 
and of Urania, of publishing houses and libraries find a growing interest 
in history among the working people in our country, and young people also 
have much interest in it. That is not a coincidence. We are living in 
turbulent times when profound revolutionary changes are taking place. In 
the conflict between socialism and imperialism, in the energetic efforts 
by the working people for strengthening socialism, and in the struggles 
by the revolutionary workers movement and the national liberation movement 
the decision is being made whether peace can be safeguarded and on how 
social progress advances to guarantee to all people on this earth a right 
to free, creative work and to eliminate the barbarism of national and 
colonial oppression for once and for all. More and more people come to 
realize that these are the basic problems of their own lives. This all 
the more raises the question about the impulses of the historical pro- 
cess and the possibilities men may have to affect its course. 


Vital relations with all revolutionary traditions constitute a rich source 
of socialist personility development in our society. Such relations help 
spread the ideas of socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalisn. 
Vital relations with history, however, also means confrontation with his- 
toric events, means critically digesting historic events, it means being 
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aware of the fact that each individual, by how he thinks and acts, takes 


part in the course of history. Each new generation in its own way faces 


the task of working up a creative relationship with history, and this by 
proceeding from the problems of contemporary life and motivated by the 
responsibility for the future of humanity. In this process of forming a 
socialist relationship with history, literature has a great share through 
its own specific means and possibilities. 


Literary Works and Historic Thought 


Our picture of the rotten feudal class would be incomplete, did we not 
have Heine's poetry cycle on Germany and Buechner's “Hessian Land Courier,™ 
and if we did not know of the senseless duel in Fontane's "Effie Briest." 
Our ideas of the struggle of the workers class would be much less vivid 
without the fight for the swamp kopek in Gorky'’s novel "The Mother," or 
without the way of. the Kumiaks which Marchwitza has described. How much 
poorer would our idea be of men's capacity for resistance under fascism, 
did we not have.Anna Seghers' "The Seventh Cross" or Bruno Apitz’ novel 
"Naked Among Wolves!" Our ideas about the liberation from fascism 

would be incomplete without knowing of the way of the "conspirators" 

in Helmut Sakowski's color television film, or without the thoughts of 
the young soldier Niebuhr in Hermann Kant's novel "Aufenthalt" [Sojourn]. 
Our -picture of what the socialist revolution is and means would be by far 
less clear, did we not have Mayakovski's poems, Kataev's “Forward in 
Double-Step," Sholokhov's novels, Erich Weinert's poems, the songs by 
Ernst Busch and Paul Robeson, the books by Ludwig Renn and the memoirs 

of Pablo Neruda. 


Sociological surveys indicate young people are not satisfied with what 
they get from history courses. They seek answers to the question what it 
was like in the past also by looking at the testimonials of art. At 
school they learn about the founding, development and importance of the 
GDR. But could they grasp this in its variety without the numerous works 
by antifascist and socialist writers who are describing the struggle 
against fascism and war and the destinies of those who lifted themselves 
up while our country was materially and spiritually in shambles, who found 
their way to socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism and 
learned to assume their responsibility for socialism? Aware of that 
fact, Anna Seghers has remarked that for each development phase in our 
state there are literary works attesting to what moved the people at 

that time and what they focused on.1 


By telling us what made people sad, happy or pensive in years back, what 
they thought right or wrong, what they liked and did not like, by captur- 
ing the past in its importance to man, the authors enrich our image of 
history and preserve important historic experiences gathered in a battle 
field that has very special significance because of its location on the 
dividing line between socialism and imperialism and because of its historic 
weight in the confrontation with German imperialism. Through the specific 
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ways in which it can concretely sensitize our feeling for the past and 
render historical events vivid in treating individual human destinies, 
the literary depiction of the past activates the people's memory and 
helps also the younger people find a productive relationship to our 
history and comprehend the GDR as an achievement that must be defended 
and bolstered at any cost. 


Men make history by pursuing their goals, and “the result of these many 
volitions acting in various directions, and their diverse effects on the 
outside world finally is what constitutes history," as Engels observed. 

He thereby characterized history as a process which is affected, not last, 
by the passions and characters of individual persons. This provides 
literature with a broad field. In his tragedy "Wallenstein," for instance, 
Schiller also was interested in the character of that historic personality. 
He shows how passion, ambition, courage and hesitation led to the rise and 
fall of an important man. But what makes that play, above and beyond that, 
still interesting to us today is that Schiller also inquires into the social 
impulses governing the thoughts and actions of his heroes. 


Our literature to, based on the Marxist-Leninist world-outlook, helps 
iisclose the propelling forces hiding behind the activities of men and 
classes in the process of history, helps reveal "what the historic causa- 
tion is that is being transformed in the heads of those who act iato 
motivation."” Socialist literature about history, while narrating the 
lives of men, mainly inquires into the relations between the individual 
and the whole, between individual intent and social requirements, between 
contingency and historic necessity. 


Historical science is concerned with histoiic truth, with presenting ob- 
jective processes, with the scientific penetration of the total process 
and the uncovering and generalizing of inevitabilities hidden behind 
particular historic events. Also the literature about the past, by its 
own esthetic means, reveals historic truth, while relying on the insights 
and valuations science has produced. Even so it is not merely a repeti- 
tion of the historic truth by telling stories that would only illustrate 
the historic process. Literature about history, as an artistic genre, 
also seeks to say something essential through imagination and the use 

of fictitious elements. From what they have experienced in history or 
found out about history themselves, and from the historical sources that 
have come down to them, authors recreate both by being historically 
accurate and imaginative. Literature about history not only conveys 
knowledge about the past, it also orients to values, ideologically and 
morally, whereby its meets and forms the readers’ esthetic expectations. 


Authors telling us about times long past present to us their relationship 
to the events depicted. The fascination that comes from literature about 
the past to a large part results from that in it an individually ex- 
perienced or shaped relationship expresses itself, and this both in the 
process of writing and in the readers’ reception of it. Above all it is 
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the appraisal of the manifestations of life, the party-minded attitude 
expressed on the spiritual issues of our times--on the author's part as 
well as on that of the reader-—-, which involves literary creativity and 
the intellectual absorption of literature as a creative process in the 
shaping and further development of a vivid relation with history. 


We regard literary creation and the reception accorded to writing dealing 
with the past as a part of that cumplex process in which man appropriates 
the historical, that is to say, a process in which the reception of historic 
knowledge, the absorption of life experience and the appropriation of 
literature and art are involved at equal measure and in which ideological 
conviction plays an essential role. Literature cannot substitute for 
historical documents, for the scientific understanding of the objective 
course of of historical processes and the forces behind it. But if it 
wants to present life with its contradictions and changes from a party- 
minded vantage point, it must be based not only on a firm ideological 
foundation but also on accurate historical knowledge. 


The Most Important Is the Present 


Over the years, our republic has come to a high appreciation for literary 
works dealing with history. That expresses the working people's interests 
in the historic roots of our life, in the course we have traversed and 

the experiences we have garnered in the process. The GDR has a great and 
rich tradition of literature on the past. 


Memoirs hold a special rank among all the literary works that deal with 
the immediate socialist prehistory. In such books communists tell about 
their lives and people give accounts of how they moved from bourgeois- 
humanistic positions into active and combative positions of the workers 
class. They give subjective accounts of historic processes, and our 
Marxist-Leninist historians are not likely to agree with all they have to 
say. But they present life stories that include successes and defeats 
and decisions that were meaningful because they served humanistic goals. 
The value of these memoirs also lies in that it becomes clear in them 
how an attitude is formed that is marked by passionate commitment to 
social progress and has brought it about that, through actively backing 
the best cause in the world, new characteristics and ideals have formed. 


The authors of those books confront their past from a party-bound position 
while seeking answers to contemporary questions. Their works disclose the 
sources of the working people's strength and describe the difficulties 
encountered while moving toward class consciousness, toward class-minded 
conduct. Standing up to the tests of daily acts here is seen as revoi- 
utionary in them. There we meet people who, despite complicated conditions, 
and conflicting and dramatic situations, do not lose their sense for how 
beautiful human life is nor their sensitivity to the vital problems of 
others. Victories are seen as the outcome of struggle, effort, gain and 
renunciation. Sacrifices and defeats, especially from an historic point 
of view, gain meaning and importance to the present and future heirs. 
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The contradiction between the ideal and reality is suspended in these books 
insofar as life is presented as a constant process of struggle for bringing 
our ideals to realization. History is seen as a process of motien; caused 
and conditioned by man, and the present appears as a phase in a process 
that leads beyond the present into the future. For, wherever and whenever, 
the morrow is given birth in the womb of today. These books allow no room 
for pessimism about history. And so they help form value ideas political, 
moral and esthetic in kind that are significant for our moving ahead. 


In the last 2 years a whole number of GDR authors came out with novels and 
stories which once again--on the basis of our current experiences~--ponder 
the decisions the citizens in our country have made for a new life, or 

in which answers are sought to the question what it was that gave communists 
the strength to face the complicated problems in constructing our society 
and triumphantly advancing socialism in the GDR. They are narrating the 
history of the generation that grew up as that of the pioneers of socialism 
in the GDR. They often place in the center literary figures who became 
communists during the difficult, conflict-rich phases of the struggle for 

a new social order in our country. They are asking what it was that made 
the people move after 1945. They also are telling stories df people who 
did not find the right way. What moved those people in those years, what 
did they think about their lives, what motivated their actions? These 

are the questions authors of the older as well as the younger generation 
seek to answer. It becomes visible here what they regarded as the most 
important: that there were people in our country who faced the demands 

of the age, were aware of their historic responsibility and, through their 
work, created a fatherland for themselves. 


Through stories, plots and characters, fictitious, told about or experienced 
personally, those authors provide a vital and vivid picture of the course 
behind us, and doing so they always--directly or indirectly--talk about 
the current situation. For apart from its relevance to the present, 
literature about the past is inconceivable. "Genuine authors, in works 
dealing with history, have always only wanted to express contemporary 
matters, their relationship to their own age, their deeply experienced 
recognition of how much of the past pervades their own age.’ This remark 
made by Feuchtwanger is also characteristic of the GDR authors. In their 
inquiring into the past about the experiences to be gained from the 

course behind us and up to the present, their vantage point also is that 
of the present and the future. Our authors explain that and why we suc- 
ceeded, despite bitter resistance from tried and tested and stubborn 
enemies, and despite initial indifference shown by many people ‘n our 
country, in establishing, preserving and consolidating sociali . Com- 
plicated problems are neither hushed up nor glossed over in this, you 

can always sense how tough one had to be in struggling for th consolida- 
tion of the political power of the workers class in the GDR. Our own 
recent history appears as a process that places severe tests before the 
literary characters while it also releases great capacities in them through 
which they can cope with the difficulties. Those literary characters find 
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their way because their action radius widens, because they seek Yr€lation- 
ships with others, with society. His’ ric processes are described here in 
which characters also must learn to give up illusions and renounce dreams 
that are impossible to fulfill--which is often a painful process. At the 
same time it is shown that these people have ideals they must defend and 
make prevail for the sake of progress. They remain restless afd will not 
resign themselves but seek to make their dreams prevail in life. 


It is characteristic of literature that its authors are mainly interested 
in the way of interhuman relations and in the opportunities society affords 
the individual to develop his individual capacities and abilities, to 
satisfy his inclinations and interests, and in what the individual does 

for society. What does dignified human life mean? What does society do 

to create the conditions for such a life? How does the individual assume 
reponsibility for his own life and that of others? These are focal 
questions of literature. They are appropriate to literature as to the 
meaning of our struggle. We all pay attention to then. 


In his speech for the 30th anniversary of the founding of the GDR, Comrade 
Erich Honecker drew an impressive picture of the outcome of our common 
efforts. He also recalled that it was not easy to achieve these results 
and that there were hardships, problems and privation.>° Very few among 

us had an idea 20 or 30 years ago of how long-lasting and complex the 
changes’ in men and the development of new relations would be and how 
tenacious the old and obsolete would be. We have had bitter experiences 
all along too and had to come to grips with disappointments. Because 

all that is so in life, it also has its place in literature. The only 
question is what literature focuses on, what the authors deem essential, 
which features of our life they consider important, and from which basic 
positions they approach the manifestations in our life. It means com- 
prehending the dialectics between ideal and reality. There is bound to be 
a considerable time span between the ideal and its materialization which 
is filled with hard and creative work and difficult struggle. 


Some authors deny this process character of the dialectics between ideal 
and reality. They mechanically compare the ideals of socialism, even of 
communism, "which are elements in the scientific. design for the future of 
this social order, with the right now obviously in many regards still in- 
complete condition."© Some turn their disappointment in that real 
socialism does not conform with their petty bourgeois ideas into the pain 
and disappointment of all. If literature were to bypass pain and dis- 
appointment and omit conflicts it would be untrue. But equally untrue 

is a literature that wallows in disappointment and despair and gets stuck 
there, and that blames socialism for shipwreck suffered through personal 
weakness. There may be a variety of reasons for that kind of a position. 
They may lie in helplessness in facing complicated problems in our life 

or in the international class struggle, in giving way to the pressure from 
bourgeois ideology, in underestimating the enemy or in petty bourgeois 
conceptions of socialism. Whatever the causes may be, and however much 
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they may have to be explored in detail to be helped along--clear character- 
ization and issue on principle with the political and ideological position 
basic to such literature is necessary on behalf of our socialist society 
and of the happy: life of the people in it. 


By far most authors present our history convincingly and realistically. 
The authors’. life experiences, their sense of history and their ideological 
position enable them to understand the history of their own people and of 
other peoples as a contradictory and complicated process under the effect 
of the organized activities of the masses and the sense of responsibility 
of each. They thereby improve our realization of where we come from and 
where we are headed. Those authors--as Hermann Kant remarked at the 
board meeting of the GDR Writers Association/--are our critical authors 
properly so called: critical toward the old and obsolete, and open to 
everything new and progressive. They thereby help complete the spiritual 
struggles of the present in the sense of socialism and on the soil of 
real humanisn. 


Historical Elements in Individual Destinies 


As already mentioned, many literary works by GDR authors were published in 
recent years which deal with subjects of the past. Among the most remark- 
able works was Max Walter Schulz’ short story "Der Soldat und die Frau" 
[The Soldier and the Woman], a prose work joining the effort of authors 

to come to terms, critically and in a future-directed manner at once, 

with our most recent history. ind that is the reason why it shall be 
looked at in somewhat greater «..ail here, singled out from a great number 
of similar works. 


Schulz’ tale of a German soldier who became a Soviet prisoner of war in 
1943 wants to direct our attention to some achievement many people today 
regard as an accepted fact: German-Soviet friendship, which must be pre- 
served forever. In spite of all the optimism in this short story, it is 
also meant as polemics against an oversimplified conception of historical 
processes. "Der Soldat und die Frau"--the subject is based on an actual 
situation--is fiction, a play of the imagination, but contained by a firm 
ideological position and by a knowledge that implies the historic con- 
tinuity in the development up to this day. Mature historic vision combines 
with a party-minded appraisal of what is shown, with the real humanism of 
the workers class. Roeder, the prisoner of war, because he proves himself 
by useful work and human decency, is accepted among the Soviet villagers-- 
a thoughtful and relevant picture of the first tentative steps in the 
rapprochement between two peoples firmly allied today in friendship. A 
picture that illuminates to what extent our alliance came out of real 
human relations and precisely because of that gained its solidity. And 
more still is involved. The extraordinary fate of soldier Roeder in a 
certain sense is symptomatic for how German people started a new life. 
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Schulz" short story becomes an artistic appraisal of the great achievement 
of the SED and the CPSU, which through their policy of friendship made our 
peoples grow and caused them to become “reliable companions in the struggle 
for their common cause." as 


The story is rooted in the author's personal experience who then also 
generalizes on-the experiences accumulated by the generation in its 
fifties today. That expresses his manner of working out through fiction 
what he personally experienced. That expresses his sense of understanding 
history as inevitable development, conditioned by class interests and class 
struggle as well as a process in which sometimes the individual takes part 
in a most noteworthy manner. Thereby this literary work helps widen our 
own horizon of experience, which is of course bound to be limited, and 
deepens, or also revises, previous insights. 


Max Walter Schulz" short story confirms what other literary works also 
reveal: GDR authors do not accept our prehistory simply as accepted fact 
but they penetrate it to influence the society's comprehension of the values 
of life today and its future development. They--like the rest of our 
society—-neither have a know-it-all nor an uncritical attitude toward our 
past and present but a productive attitude aimed at changing the world in 
the sense of the workers class. They proceed from the view that history 

is a process in which human progress finds a way through continuous advance, 
if not without contradiction and complications. Impulses are generated for 
our comprehending our history, present and past, if our authors succeed in 
their works giving an overall view of the whole , deeply penetrating in 
details essentials in our life and in social development, and evaluating 

it all from the position of human progress.? That would include under- 
standing our ongoing struggles, knowing the historic roots of present time 
and being able to absorb historic experience from the vantage point of the 
workers class while relating it to the present. 


We have just been celebrating the 30 years of our workers and farmers power 
on German soil. We properly celebrated this anniversary in the certainty 
that our state is built on solid historic ground. That we are aware of that 
fact, that we see ourselves as "the heirs and continuers of centuries of 
struggle for a life in human dignity,"!° and in this sense assume our 
historic responsibility--that we owe to a large extent, pot last, to our 
country's literature. Strengthening that awareness continues to be a 

high obligation of our literature. Authors who keep alive in our people's 
memory the struggles and victories of past decades are doing their share 
in arousing and fostering our pride in our achievements and in solidifying 
the GDR working people's solidarity with their fatherland. That is part 

of their responsibility to socialism. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. Cf. Anna Seghers, "The Socialist Standpoint Carries Farther," 
"VII. Schriftstellerkongress der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik, 
Protokoll" (Proceedings of the Seventh GDR Authors' Congress), 
Berlin, 1974, p 23. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 





RECENT BOOKS ON CLASS-STRATA RAPPROCHEMENT REVIEWED 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 34 No 12, Dec 79 signed to press 7 Nov 79 
pp 1311-1313 


[Review by Dr Ingeborg Hildebrandt, deputy director, Scientific Communism 
Department, Institute for Marxism-Leninism, SED Central Committee, of the 
following two books written by an author collective, headed by Wolfgang 
Schneider, of the SED Central Committee's Karl Marx Party College and 
published by Dietz Verlag, East Berlin: "Zur Entwicklung der Klassen und 
Schichten in der DDR" (On the Development of the Classes and Strata in the 
GDR), 1977; and "Die Arbeiterklasse und der Annaeherungsprozess der Klassen 
und Schichten" (The Worker Class and the Process of Rapprochement Between 
the Classes and Strata), 1979. For additional information on (a) the class- 
strata problem and (b) the concomitant transition-to-communism issue, see 
the following JPRS issue of this series containing further references: 
72054, 16 Oct 78, No 1597, pp 61-71 and 50-60 respectively] 


[Text] The social structure of our society has gone through fundamental 
change in only three decades. The exploitation of man by man is done away 
with and class antagonism is too. Relationships of comradely and creative 
cooperation mark the relations between the worker class, the class of the 
cooperative farmers, the intelligentsia and the other working people, and 
they are forming ever more strongly. The rapprochement process between 
classes and strata in our republic, taking place on the basis of socialist 
power and property relations, has already its own history but is far from 
having come to an end. Further shaping the developed socialist society 
and thus creating the fundamental preconditions for the gradual transition 
to communism also means further purposefully promoting the growth of what 
the friendly classes and strata have in common on the basis of the world- 
outlook and ideals of the worker class. 


How many problems had and have to be solved in this process, how the various 
classes and strata developed, how class relations were fundamentally trans- 
formed in the process of the socialist revolution--all that is well presen- 
ted in two publications published by author collectives of the Karl Marx 
Party College at the SED Central Committee, both headed by Wolfgang Schnei- 
der. They belong to the international series, "Sozialismus - Erfahrungen, 
Probleme, Perspektiven" and belong together from the historical and logical 
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point of view. They help deepen the realization that the course and 
reality of the GDR has been the joint effort of millions of people from 
all the classes and strata in our country--led by the worker class and 

its Marxist-Leninist party. For over three decades of successful develop- 
ment, men of different origin and world-outlook have jointly borne the 
responsibility for fundamentally changing our life for good and accom- 
plishing the transformation of our existence under the aegis of socialism. 
And as all classes and strata were involved in this revolutionary process, 
they themselves changed their appearance, and for men of different social . 
positions, equality, mutual help and comradely cooperation, and taking 
part creatively and responsibly in planning, government and administration 
became more and more the normal way of life. On this foundation of our 
socialist society--as attested to by these publications through many kinds 
of facts-- the gradual rapprochement among the classes and strata is 
taking place, and the political-moral unity of our people is growing. 

In conjunction with the formation of the socialist social structure, 

the most important elements of which are the classes, the authors deal with 
questions that are of growing importance to the political management of 
society by the Marxist-Leninist party. A special point ought to be made, 
for instance, of the presentation of the connection between the socializa- 
tion of labor and the development of the classes and class relations in 
socialism. But such topical problems as the social diversification within 
the worker class also are analyzed. The industrial workers in socialist 
large-scale industry are seen as the nucleus of the worker class. The in- 
creasing importance of the working people in the nonproducing sphere is 
explained. We get a socioeconomic analysis of those social groups in 
which physical and mental work are organically combined, or where the 
mental component dominates the physical. 


The authors have succeeded in presenting the complexity of the rapproche- 
ment process and in working out the basic trends in the upward development 
of the various classes and strata in the GDR. Interesting is the contri- 
bution to historiographic research preceding the study, "Die Arbeiterklasse 
und der Annaeherungsprozess der Klassen und Schichten," which has for its 
subject the formation of the Marxist-Leninist understanding of the 
rapprochement of classes and strata in socialism. 


The essay, "Zur Entwicklung der Klassen und Schichten in der DDR," analyzes 
fundamental changes in the sociopolitical field in the transition period 

up to an essentially socialist class and strata structure in the GDR and 
its perfection from a historic point of view and with respect to the up- 
ward development of the various classes and strata. It is being shown 

how through the elimination of exploiter classes in the GDR, the creation 
of socialist power and property relations, and the development of socialist 
consciousness, fundamental changes took place in the worker class, the 
class of the cooperative farmers, the intelligentsia, and the ranks of the 
other working people. 











The basic line of approach has been followed consistently in demonstrating 
the historic continuity in the formation of the communist society with 
respect to class structure development as well as in disclosing the 
qualitative difference between the transition period and the shaping of 
developed socialist society. Gréat importance has been placed on the 
analysis of the dialectics between the development of the material-tech- 
nical base--the key issue of our public life, as emphasized by Comrade 
Erich Honecker at the 10th SED Central Committee session--and the socialist 
production relations, the character and substance of work, socialist con- 
sciousness and the new kinds of attitudes of the working people because all 
this helps “deepen the understanding of the SED's historic achievements and 
the program objectives of its ninth party congress." Based on the works 
of Marx, Engels and Lenin, the authors have made a contribution to dis- 
closing the deep theoretical content of the course pointed to in the SED 
program, of the continuing social rapprochement between classes and strata 
in further advancing the socialist revolution in the GDR. 


On the basis of concrete processes, this is what is being made clear: 

"The social rapprochement of the classes and strata proves an objective 
requirement in the process of the socialization of labor and production, 
for the realization of which real preconditions arise. ... The socialist 
reproduction process at an expanded range, which includes the development 
of division of labor among the classes and strata, increasingly forms... 
the material foundation for an ever closer cooperation among them. At the 
same time, from the progressive interlinkage among the economic processes 
there arise greater requirements with respect to the social rapprochement 
among the classes and strata, the development of their political and tech- 
nical training and education, the shaping of socialist working and living 
conditions, the unfolding of a socialist way of life, and so forth. Thus 
the rapprochement process more and more becomes a result and impulse of 
social progress."“ A result, the authors emphasize, inasmuch as in the 
implementation of the unity of economic and social policy, prerequisites 
are created for improving the material and intellectual-cultural standard 
of living, by which still existing social differences between the classes 
and strata can further be diminished step by step. And an impulse the 
rapprochement process becomes by that the cooperation among the classes 
and strata at an ever higher level makes the social reproduction process 
increasingly more efficient, and the improvement in living conditions, 
coupled with intensive political mass activity by the party, releases new 
social energies and activities. The historically significant and lengthy 
process of rapprochement is being carried on with success because the in- 
evitabilities that are causing this process are more and more extensively 
understood and the party policy is based on a scientifically sound per- 
spective. Through the policy introduced by the Eighth SED Congress and 
consistently carried on by the Ninth SED Congress--of implementing at an 
ever higher level the purpose of socialism, to do everything for the good 
of the people--decisive conditions were created for bringing out more 
clearly than ever the advantages of socialism also with regard to the up- 
ward development of all classes and strata. 
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The SED program has elaborated those factors that are crucial for the 
process of rapprochement. They include: the perfecting of socialist 
production relations, the upward development of the urban and rural pro- 
ductive forces, the perfecting of socialist democracy, the higher education- 
al level, the increase in mental work in the reproduction process, and the 
further improvements in the working and living conditions.” By means of 
these factors, the authors have examined the stages of maturity in the 
rapprochement process, uncovered the interconnections among them, and shown 
by which concrete measures progressive lines of development can be further 
extended and existing or newly arising contradictions can be purposefully 
resolved. Among these concrete measures, as analyzed by the authors, are 
the further development of the socialist performance principle, the develop- 
ment of public property and cooperative property, and involving all citizens 
in taking an active part in the management of state and society. Further- 
more, thé authors are paying attention to such factors as the close com 
bination between work collectives and the local people's representations 

and their organs, improving the working people's cultural and educational 
level, the inevitable connection between scientific-technical progress 

and the development of progressive labor contents in socialism, and the 
solving of the housing issue as a sccial problem. 


The qualitative growth of the worker class-—-crucial to the rapprochement 
among all classes and strata--proceeds mainly "through the struggle for 
improved labor productivity and for implementing the scientific-technical 
revolution, through socialist competition, the innovator movement, the 
workers’ active participation in management and planning, and the further 
perfecting of socialist democracy ."4 That is being analyzed and demonstra- 
ted with respect to the leadership role by the worker class in the pro- 
cess of rapprochement as well as with respect to presenting those areas 
that are decisive for the rapprochement process. In detail it is proven 
that the qualitative growth of the worker class inseparably belongs to- 
gether with the constant, all~round progress of socialism and that the 
worker class with its own development by and large determines the develop- 
ment of all society. By means of the developmental processes within the 
worker class it is being shown how important the knowledge of the internal 
structure of the classes and strata is for the political management of the 
entire rapprochement process. 


The authors prove that by understanding the class and strata structure 

as the basic element in the development of the social structure of society, 
other social structures can also be defined and their importance be more 
clearly determined. They analyze the dialectics between scientific-tech- 
nical progress, changes connected with it in the production structure, 
changes in the social structure of society in general, and in the internal 
structure of the worker class, in particular. Perfecting the social 
structure of any one class or stratum reflects its upward development, } 
and this is then also at the same time the process and basis for the further 
rapprochement among the classes and strata. "And here the developmental 
processes going on in the worker class are of special importance. Here 

it also applies ... that the features that characterize the worker class 
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as a whole are features of overriding importance. They are those criteria 
and characteristics that mark the worker class as the main political and 
social force of social progress. ... All these features characterize 
the essence of that class. However, these essential features are not 
equally developed in all members of the worker class. They require to be 
concretely formed and developed in all the members ."> 


This applies no less to the upward development of the class of the coopera- 
tive farmers, and the ripening process of the socialist intelligentsia and 
the other working people, whose responsibility and contribution to the 
entire reproduction process are growing. Of their development it is also 
typical that they are increasingly marked by the criteria and revolution- 
ary characteristics of the worker class such as political awareness, ini- 
tiative, collective spirit, a sense of social responsibility, mutual aid, 
and their feeling, thinking and acting in the spirit of socialist patriot- 
ism and proletarian internationalisn. 


These studies form a stimulating and creditable contribution to a deeper 
understanding of the nature and developmental conditions of the rapproche- 
ment among the classes and strata in conformity with any given objective 
requirements for the continued shaping of developed socialist society and 
for creating the fundamental prerequisites for the gradual transition to 
communism. 


FOOTNOTES 
1. “Zur Entwicklung der Klassen und Schichten in der DDR" (On the 
Development of the Classes and Strata in the GDR), Dietz publishing 
house, Berlin, 1977, p 7. 
2. "Die Arbeiterklasse und der Annaeherungsprozess der Klassen und 
Schichten" (The Worker Class and the Process of Rapprochement Between 
the Classes and Strata), Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1979, pp 31-32. 


3. Cf. “Programm der Sozialistischen Einheitspartei Deutschlands," 
Dietz publishing house, Berlin, 1976, p 39. 


4. Ibid., p 37. 


5. “Die Arbeiterklasse ... .," op. cit., p 47. 


76 























GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SUMMARIES OF OTHER MAJOR ‘EINHEIT' ARTICLES 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 34 No 12, Dec 79 signed to press 7 Nov 79 
*Resumes' addendum 


NATO's Strategy and Demagogy 


[Summary of article by Dr Guenter Kuehne, political researcher, SED Central 
Committee; pp 1257-1265] 


[Text] Aggressive NATO forces seek to justify their 
activities in once again escalnting the arms race by 
the mendacious thesis that a "Soviet threat" would 
necessitate their “catching up in arms." The Soviet 
Union's peace initiative in Berlin has torn to shreds 
this web of lies and once again presented the evidence 
for the good will of the USSR and its allies, their 
readiness for acts of peace and disarmament. The 
fundamental right of men, their right to living in 
peace, demands a disabling rebuff for the plots by 
imperialist reaction that are jeopardizing detente 
and peace. 


Combines--Basis for Higher Management Quality 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Gerd Friedrich, deputy director, Central 
Institute for Socialist Economic Management, SED Certral Committee; member, 
GDR Academy of Sciences; chairman, Council for Economic Management Problems; 
and Prof Dr Claus Kroemke. deputy department chief, SED CC; pp 1266-1274. 

A translation of this article is published under the heading, "Combine 
System's Development, Future Tasks Analyzed,: in JPRS 75132, 14 Feb 80, 

No 1980 ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS pp 15-26] 


[Text] Proceeding from the objective necessity and 


the results achieved thus far in the process of the 
formation and consolidation of the combines, the 
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responsibility--now clearly established by law-- 
and the place of the combine within the economy 
its relations with the combine enterprises 
are explained. The combines, for the develop- 
ment of which the general directors bear a great 
personal responsibility, are described as the 
stable basic foundation of industrial management 
structure which must on the whole give rise to a 
higher quality of management and planning. The 
new demands arising therefrom also are explained. 


Growing National Income Through Reduction of Prime Costs 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Fred Matho, deputy director, department of 
political economy of socialism, Karl Marx Party College, SED Central Com- 
mittee; pp 1275-1281. A translation of this article is published under the 
heading, "Prime Cost Reductions Urged to Raise National Income," in JPRS 75132, 
14 Feb 80, No 1980 ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS pp 27-35 


[Text] Cost reduction is an important element 
in the working people's struggle for raising our 
country's economic efficiency. Here it is being 
shown what effect the ..duction of prime costs 
has on our national income. Proceeding from 
analyses of what causes the incurring of excess 
costs, it is being demonstrated by examples how 
cost reduction priorities are to be recognized 
so as to guide, through purposeful political- 
ideological work, the working people's initiative 
toward cost-conscious and thrifty economic 
activities. 


Our Agriculture as Raw Material Supplier 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Erich Ruwbensam, member, SED Central Com- 
mittee; president, GDR Academy of Agricu.itural Sciences; pp 1282-1287. A 
translation of this article is published under the heading, “Improved Methods 
for Agricultural Raw Material Production Discussed," in JPRS 75132, 14 Feb 80, 
No 1980 ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS pp 36-44] 


[Text] In strengthening our economic efficiency, an 
important role attaches to agricultural raw material 
production. How can the working people through more 
efficient labor make better use of the soil as the 
natural source for raw material production? Which 
tasks have to be solved here by production intensifi- 
cation, and how do we raise our yield potential and 
stability in crop and animal production? In answering 
these questions, the article points to the particular 
need for close cooperation between the agricultural 
sciences and production. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


SECURITY MINISTRY AWARDS--To mark the 30th anniversary of the Ministry for 
State Security, worthy members received today the clasp of honor to the 
patriotic order of merit in gold as well as the patriotic order of merit. 

On behalf of Erich Honecker, general secretary of the SED Central Committee 
and chairman of the GDR State Council, Horst Sidermann, deputy State 

Council chariman and member of the SED Centra] Committee Politburo, conferred 
the awards. During a festive ceremony jwovds indistinct], he stated that 

the members of the Ministry for State Security are fulfilling and have ful- 
filled the class task of guaranteeing state security and thwarting all sub- 
versive machinations by the enemy. In view of their experiences from decades 
of bitter class struggle with imperialism the SED and GDR people regard it 

an urgent class duty to stand up resolutely for peace, detente and disarnm- 
ament. [Text] [LD312225 East Berlin Voice of the GDR Domestic Service in 
German 1500 GMT 31 Jan 80 LD] 


cso: 2300 





HUNGARY 


POZSGAY CALLS FOR STEADFASTNESS IN PARTY POLICY 
Budapest TARSADALMI SZEMLE in Hungarian No 2, Feb 80 pp 3-11 


{Article by Imre Pozsgay, minister of culture: “Concerning the Alliance 
Policy of the Party"] 


[Text] "...Private interests themselves are also socially 
determined interests and can be realized only under 
conditions set down by society and by means provided by 
society; so they are bound to the renewed production of 
these conditions and means. The interests are those of 
private persons; but the content and the form and means 
of realization are given by social conditions independent 
of everyone."--Marx: "Bases fur a Critique of Political 
Economics," collected works, Vol 46/I, Budapest, 1972, p 
74. 


Is there need for an alliance policy in a socialist society, where the 
foundations of socialism have been consolidated and well serve the progress 
of the entire community? In our homeland, in regard to the mst important 
goals, what we have achieved is the recult of the joint activity of working 
classes and strata with identical interests. In the wake of such achieve- 
ments have we not attained 2 degree of identification of the interests of 
the various groups of the socialist society so that it is no longer necessary 
to guide their contacts by organizational and ideological means? Is it not 
an anachronism to still speak today of an alliance policy? 


These are questions of such a nature that they were in this or that form in 
the center of the political and social policy debates of the 1970's, and in 
the final analysis they touch on the leading role of the party. 


There can be no doubt that the alliance policy which has been followed thus 
far has achieved its goal; in the struggle waged for the power of the worker 
class and in the building of socialism the political onditions have been 
created for the identification of the interests of the liberated working 
classes and strata and thus for joint action and cooperation also. But even 





today we have not eliminated those causes which hereafter also will make 
necessary the party guidance of society and a continuation of the alliance 
policy. It is quite true in many respects that we have attained a high level 
in the recognition of the identity of interests and in the wake of the practice 
built thereon socialist national unity has come into being and become 
permanent. But it is also true that at this higher level of unity there has 
been and continues to be a further and new differentiation--deriving primarily 
from the division of labor~-which creates again and again new partial 
interests or group interests in which we must recognize again and again the 
motifs to be harmonized and directed toward identification, creating unity 

yet again. For it cannot be the goal of socialism to stick at some state 

felt to be ideal. (This is absurd even as speculation.) The groups which 
have the same interest in achieving and defending the situation which has 
been attained do not have identical interests in everything in the efforts 

to achieve new goals. So the material and intellectual, social and political 
conditions for the identification of interests must be created anew again 

and again with conscious guidance and the members of society must be won to 

an even new resolve. 


Since the creation of the Marxist parties the worker class has followed 
scientifically defined goals. On the basis of a program consciously under- 
taken it conducts and organizes its struggle, harmonizes the possibilities 
given by reality anu the tasks demanded by reality with action directed at 
the realization of the goals set forth. The fundamental goal of this struggle 
is to create the power of the worker class and with the aid thereof to 
organize the liberation of ail. Just for this reason Marxist-Leninist 
theory and correct political practice have never reduced the alliance policy 
to the level of tactics concomitant with everyday political struggles and 
complications but rather have handled it as an important strategic element 
in tactics. In the struggle for power and later in the building of socialism 
the Marxist-Leninist parities have started from the position that the several 
classes, strata or groups of society recognize their common interest with 
that of the worker class some sooner and some only later--depending on their 
situation. A political alliance could be created or can be created with 
some classes, strata or groups sooner and with some later. In the course 

of building socialism or communism the structure of society naturally 
changes but this change affects all classes and strata of society and 
primarily the worker class, the first ruling class in history which has as 
its mission the use of its power to liquidate all class rule, thus naturally 
its own also, and to create a classless society. 


This is one of the basic tenets of the scientific ideology of the party which, 
however, because of its abstraction, has an effect in everyday political life 
only through complex transposals. One of the most essential problems of 

the leading role of the party is how to organize everyday action effectively, 
not losing sight of the most distant goal, so that everyone will serve the 
distant prox ‘ects of socialism in his own role and function. To do this 

the p rty needs reliable theoretical knowledge and internal strength. On 








the one hand only thus will it be able to stay on the correct road despite the 
unfavorable changes deriving from the world situation and the internal develop- 
mental contradictions and the wavering which arises from time to time in the 
masses or on the part of some of the allies. On the other hand this basic 
theoretical knowledge and internal strength will make it possible for it to 

be sufficiently flexible, able to show the way out of a world situation 
difficult to comprehend or out of the tangle of domestic contradictions. 

Taking into consideration the possibilities given by reality and the ability 
for flexible maneuvering are not opposed to strength or a policy or principle; 
on the contrary, the two are inseparable from one another. 


From the beginning the MSZMP has clarified its relationship to the allies 

on the basis of Marxist principle. With the laying of the foundations of 
socialism the social conditions for socialist national unity came into being 
and simultaneously the party consciously built up the political frameworks 
of national unity too. The alliance policy of the MSZMP functions amidst 
the conditions of the existing socialism--developing in a contradictory way 
but according to a definite goal--and the contradictions which necessarily 
accompany development are thus resolved. 


It is a great achievement of the policy followed by our party for the past 

two decades that after the severe shock caused by the counter-revolution it 
was able to transform a leadership and guidance which served the interests 

of the people into a rule and a guidance of society conducted with the under- 
Standing of the people and with the active cooperation of a significant part 
of the people. This could be achieved only because, taking into consideration 
the long range goals based on principle, it strove for a fundamental recognition 
of social reality and strove to see that society as a whole should acquire a 
credible self-awareness. It turned special care to one important element 

of this recognition and social self-awareness, the uncovering of interest 
relationships. It made use of that very simple and obvious but still often 
neglected historical experience that people are inclined to follow of their 
own free will that goal which they recognize as their own. Something 

becomes one’s own goal by means of interests in the sense of Marx, that 
“private interests are socially determined interests," which is to say that 

in proportion to the realization of socialism individual interests sooner 

or later become interests of a socialist type, interests defined and 

satisfied by the relationships of socialism. The chief trend is this, that 

to the degree that people make society socialist to that degree society 
transforms their interests into socialist ones. 


One of the chief conditions for the guidance work of the MSZMP has been the 
idea that in general in socialisu individual and group interests are not 
opposed to social interests, rather--amidst definite, objective relationships-- 
social interests come into being within them. There can be no doubt that 

even in socialism there are individual and group interests which are opposed 

to the interests of society thus created, both everyday and long range 
interests; these include retrograde aspirations which must be eliminated in 








the interest of the entire community. It is also natural that not all 
interests which arise on the soil of socialism can be satisfied, partly 
because here also there is a contradiction between needs and the goods 
available to satisfy them. But it also follows from Marxism-Leninism that 
social interests are not some sort of Star of Bethlehem which guide their 
devout followers onto the correct path to salvation; rather, there is always 
some concrete group interest, the interest of the most progressive social 
group, which expresses the long range interest of society as a whole and in 
our age this is the interest of the worker class. The chief requirement of 
the guidance work of the party in socialism is that it recognize among the 
interests of the several classes and strata the progressive interests which 
can be directly linked to social interest (the interest of the worker 
class!) and convince these groups (classes or strata) primarily on the basis 
of their own experience that their progress cannot be separated from the 
progress of society as a whole, that this does not mean abandoning their 

own long range interests, that, on the contrary, in the final analysis their 
own interests can be truly realized only in this way, thus becoming a social 
driving force. 


After lessons dearly paid for the MSZMP forged for itself those principles 
on which it based its alliance policy. More than once in this process it 
had to convince some of the communists, with diligent work and steadfast 
argument, that satisfying the partial interests of various groups could 

also serve the interest of the worker class for this would strengthen the 
unity of society and the worker class could thus exercise its power more 
effectively. The fact that incorrect views and aspirations sometimes arise 
even among communists in the question of the alliance policy suggests that a 
very contradictory relationship is involved in which an important role is 
played by the current condition of social awareness. On the one hand there 
is the circumstance that the thinking of the communists corresponds to 
social-production relationships created by deliberate guidance while it 
follows from their commitment to longer range goals that they want to progress 
beyond the situation achieved as soon as possible; on the other hand the 
identification of a significant part of society with present relationships 
also causes problems. When such a situation exists there is always the 
danger that a gap will arise between the two sorts of thinking and some-- 
frequently some of the communists themselves--will make voluntarist proposals 
for bridging it. If we were to accept these proposals the only thing we 
would achieve would be increasing tension between the party and the masses, 
decreasing the effectiveness of the cooperation among the classes and strata 
of society. 


de know, of course, that the representatives of these two ways of thinking 
cannot be so rigidly put into different social categories. For example, the 
communists are tempted not only by the danger of voluntarism. There may be 
those, even among them, who, in connection with the everyday intezests of 
people and under the influence of problems which may be very oppressive, lose 
sight of the distant prospects and relate to concrete tasks in an opportunist 
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manner, giving up change even where the necessity of it has been long ripe. 
There are also those outside the party-—-especially among the intelligentsia-- 
who make voluntaristic proposals to accelerate progress, proposals which 
ignore reality and the possibilities. Some are made anxious and are prompted 
to urge urgent changes by that knowledge which they have acquired about the 
state of society, but this knowledge frequently lacks that harmony between 
the necessary and the possible, that wisdom and political ability which 
recognizes that there are no panaceas with the aid of which social relation- 
ships and social awareness could be made to progress to the desired degree; 
we only have the means to carry society forward to the degree possible. 

This insight and progress guided in this way require greater self-awareness 
than is required to formulate desires. 


So it would be serious one-sidedness if we were to talk only of the mistakes 
some communists might make in the alliance policy--lacking sufficient 
patience or understanding--and not talk about the fact that this danger also 
threatens our allies. For different reasons than the communists but they 
also may interpret their situation or the situation of the country incorrectly, 
and come to bad conclusions. Everyone knows that social classes do not 

form their alliance in the form of a sealed pact but rather--as has been 

said already--they are carried inone direction by their common interests. 

It has happened before and the possibility is not excluded today that various 
ideologists will come forward to announce, for example, the leading role of 
the intelligentsia and to represent those interests which attach to the 
leading role of the intelligentsia. There have also been those who have 
announced that the "power of the intelligentsia" has been realized. Others, 
again, have spoken about the bureaucratic degeneration of the system and 

have made the one-party system responsible for this, recommending political 
pluralism and a multi-party system »» a remedy. From the other side, lacking 
adequate orientation and partly becsu3se of the lateness of convincing Marxist 
answers, there can be behavior which unwillingly harms the interests of the 
socialist nation while justly noting the real problems in connection with 

the history and developmental possibilities of the nation, nationalities 
living in our homeland and the Hungarian nationality living beyond our 
borders. 


We could lengthen the list of examples but the essence of these manifestations 
is that by using "wonder-working ideals" divorced from the concrete historical 
and social givens and specificities of socialism in Hungary they want to 
overcome what are frequently very real contradictions. Even if well-intended, 
they give a false picture of the situation of the social classes and strata 

of socialist, of the political possibilities for a representation of their 
interests. Some of them have gone so far as open political opposition and 
they belch forth their "proposals" for the "improvement" of socialism. One 
can apply to them the words of Marx as formulated in "The German Ideology:" 
“Just as medical miracle workers and wonder cures are rooted in ignorance 

of the laws of the natural world so are the social miracle workers and 

wonder cures rooted in ignorance of the laws of the social world..." (Works 
of Marx and Engels, Vol 3, Budapest, 1976, p 532.) The spread of wonder cures 
and miracle doctors seems to be a regular concomitant of more difficult 
historical situations. 
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All of this suggests even more strongly that Marxists should seek satisfactory 
answers to the problems mentioned, should be capable of intellectually 
isolating the enemy and of winning over those who bring up with civic 
responsibility the problems in the functioning of our system of political 
institutions or the problems of national development in socialism. . 


Difficulties unexperienced in the past 20 years are today testing Hungarian 
society and the capabilities of guiding society. The effect of the world 
economic crisis has coincided with the already complex task of switching 

our national economy to the path of intensive development and together they 
have caused balance difficulties. The deterioration of international economic 
relationships has made more striking our structural and economic guidance 
deficiencies, errors and bureaucratic clumsiness. Measures to restore the 
economic balance had to be taken, assuming certain social tensions. Coupled 
to all this has been a new sharpening of the international political situation, 
in the wake of which the masses of citizens interested in politics are asking 
if there are any further chances for the policy of detente. Does not the 

cold war atmosphere cripple our international economic contacts to such an 
extent that the successful implementation of our economic measures becomes 
hopeless, the protection of what we have achieved in living conditions, way 

of life and culture? Connected with this--and directly affecting the alliance 
policy--is the question: In the changed and more difficult situation in 

what direction will the policy of the party proceed? Will the party maintain 
the main political line followed thus far, or will it abandon the methods 

used for more than 20 years and follow a "hard line?" 


The Central Committee has given a definite answer to the question pertaining 
to the political line. We can read the following about this in the congress 
guiding principles: "The Central Committee recommends that the 12th party 
congress approve the work which has been done, confirm the main political 
line of the party followed thus far and, in harmony with the long range goals 
formulated in the program statement and taking into consideration the 
experiences of the past period, designate the future tasks of the building 

of a developed socialist society." 


We do not want to deny the justice of the above questions. It is true that 

at this time it is not easy to answer them, especially those connected with 
international economic and political relationships. But our behavior in 

regard to them cannot be otherwise than it has been; maintaining our principles 
and on the basis of the realization of the interests of international 

socialism and progress we will adapt to the swiftly changing situation even 
more flexibly than before. We are still convinced that mankind has no 
alternative to peaceful coexistence and detente. In cooperation with the 
community of socialist countries we will not cease to do everything for the 
realization of this principle. 


In regard to the question pertaining to the development of our political 
line, there are several questions here and a bad historical reflex can be 
discovered in it. Let us talk first about the bad reflex. According to a 








part of public opinion if things do not go smoothly and without trouble then 
we must tighten the screws and put on the pressure. They ignore the fact 

that political pressure or hardening would be accompanied by a loss of energy, 
the destruction of value, an end to valuable activities of public profit. 
There might be a result contrary to what was intended. The guiding principles 
give a clear answer to this question also. The development of socialist 
democracy continues to be our extraordinarily important task and determined 
aspiration for only in this way will a fuller development of the creative 
forces of society become possible, and in the immediate future we will truly 
need this. 


There are two other questions in the question pertaining to the line to be 
followed. One is: How can the past policy be continued; are the masses 

ready to act, do they have sufficient strength for new undertakings on the 
basis of the present policy? The other is: What does the party want to do, 
how will it react to those social anomalies which certainly exist in large 
numbers, the existence and spread of which public opinion is taking cognizance 
of ever more strongly? Well known phenomena are involved--the perversities 

of public life, the spread of corruption in various forms, but also the state 
of work discipline, the deficiencies of work organization, the inconsistency 
of requirements and increasing signs of parasitism. 


As for the first question, we know that the party and the party leadership 
have amassed a great deal of confidence capital because they have proven, 
with outstanding successes and achievements for more than two decades, that 
they have been able to offer the only correct alternative to the most varied 
alternatives tried out in our history in the 20th century in regard to ruling 
Hungary and in regard to the social improvement wi the working people. Under 
the leadership of the MSZMP--after the well known antecedents--the greatest 
social revolution in the history of our homeland has been completed peace- 
fully with the laying of the foundations of socialism and in the wake of 

this the path has opened for further undertakings with additional revolutionary 
content. The socialist industrialization of the country hes been completed 
and the most successful period of the agriculture of our homeland falls in 
this period. In the wake of the great development achieved in every branch 
of production there has been a social and life style transformation of 
unexampled magnitude in which what is most striking is the transformation 

and material and intellectual raising of the village. After many centuries 
the MSZMP has been the first to successfully link in a lasting way the cause 
of social progress with the cause of national progress. 


The confidence derives from this. But to keep this great confidence alive 

it is not enough to cite the path taken and the results achieved. The people 
must have confidence that even in the new situation the ship of the country 
will be steered in a good direction. Public opinion judges a leading party 
not only by its achievements but also on the basis of its program, its 
behavior and its actions. 
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Naturally the successful policy of the party thus far and the program state- 
ment adopted at the llth congress are the basis for the confidence. The 

party organization debates of the congress guiding principles and the response 
coming from non-party social organizations and from public opinion also 

reflect the fact that the greatest desire is for a more consistent application 
of the policy followed thus far but a demand is also being formulated that in 
the period ahead reality and the principles put forth, the practical experiences 
of the masses and the ideals set before them should continue to come closer 
together. 


The socialist relationships, the social foundations for the alliance of the 
working classes and strata are strong; the political foundations have 
strengthened further in recent years also. The plans of the years ahead 

for improving the social-economic balance can be built on the political 
alliance which is thus well founded. It is understandable that today 
questions connected with the economic situation are in the center of attention. 
But it must be understood in political organizations and by public opinion 
that the social, political and cultural environment is inseparable from the 
conditions under which the economy functions for it is in this environment 
that people organize services and the production of material goods. If there 
are to be production and services which increasingly satisfy the needs of 

the socialist man then we must start from the thinking, acting, producing man 
himself. We must examine and improve the condition of society as a whole 

if we are to improve the situation of the economy. In opposition to the 
simplifying conception which thinks of the defining role of the economy as 
some sort of self-operating economistic structure we must strengthen the 
influence of the original idea of Marx that the economic relationships 

which constitute the basis of society are not the relationships of men and 
things but rather the relationships of men to each other in production. 


This is why we insist that the difficult economic situation, even with its 
many disadvantageous consequences, cannot cause paralysis. Broadening the 
sphere of action, increasing the effectiveness of the system of political and 
cultural institutions, improving moral relationships and im>-lementing a 
system of requirements based on a strong system of values can improve the 
conditions for management in the final analysis even if they do so indirectly. 
The measures taken or to be taken to improve the economic situation will be 
accompanied by changes in the personal life program for very many people, 
perhaps involving new areers or professions, certainly they will be 
accompanied by consequences which could lead to conflicts. But the public 

can hear these conflicts better, in a more creative manner, better able to 

act if its members make use of a high degree of political, social awareness 
and are thus able to contribute to progress with their proposals. Our affairs 
mue’ be set ‘= order in this spirit. 


Thus we can meet the demands of the more difficult, more contradictory 
situation in no other way than by increasing responsibility, thus increasing 
the possibilities for action too. The solid majority committed to socialism, 








the millions of workers, cooperative farm members and employees understand 

the significance of this, they want to act, and they are awaiting definite 
guidance. The same thing applies to the great majority of the intelligentsia, 
those who say yes to socialism and act for it. 


This part of the intelligentsia and cultural-intellectual life especially 
need orientation which is well founded in principle and theory. Given this 
orientation they are willing to put all their knowledge on the s-ales. They 
are aware of the conflicts which necessarily exist in socialism but they 
find it hard to bear that frequently the conflicts are tolerated and the 
resolution of them postponed for longer than necessary because interest 
relationships are not clarified. The deficiencies and weaknesses in the 
guidance of cultural life and the contradictions appearing in the harmonization 
of the theoretical consistencies and the peculiarities of the field have an 
unfavorable effect in this sphere. For this reason no small part of the 
work sites and ins: itutions here are transformed from an environment which 
fulfills the creative strengths and abilities of men into locales for the 
proliferation of intrigue and cliques, into an environment which makes men 
with a healthy moral feeling into neurotics. People are inclined to regard 
this phenomenon as a practicist attribute of guidance which seeks compromise 
at any price, regarding it even as incompetence. We must talk about this 
especially openly today because the conditions for further progress do exist 
and the same thing is wanted both above and below-—-greater order and clarity. 
If we succeed in making the situation clearer and the work more effective 

in cultural life, in the affairs of the intelligentsia, then this could be 

a great contribution to solving the problems of other social groups, strata 
and classes also. 


In periods requiring greater than customary efforts the contradictions and 
deficiencies of society appear in a sharper light also. At such times the 
classes progressing together with fundamentally common interests demand a 
determined guidance of society. People do not desire a hard hand, of course, 
but they do desire greater consistency in the application of principles; they 
understand that we do not yet have a distribution of goo -‘ccording to needs 
and that the time is past for an egalitarianism which r« $ poverty; so 
what they want is not equality but rather an equal stane ©. * measurement 
depending on accomplishment-~and a juster distribution in a.cordance with 
this. Such a distribution, satisfying those human needs which are considered 
natural in socialism, takes place amidst contradictions even with the most 
consistently realized guidance for at the present level of production 
relationships and of the forces of production the successful functioning 

and development of a socialist economy cannot be imagined without commodity 
production, money and applying the laws of the market. It follows from the 
application of these laws that differentiation takes place not only in 
individual accomplishments but also among enterprises, which further modifies 
the conditions for the application of the principle of distribution according 
to work. A high degree of social awareness and understanding is required 

of the leadership in order to maintain the functioning of an economic mechanism 
necessarily based on commodity production while simultaneously realizing the 
human norms of socialism. 








The commodity and monetary relationships being realized in socialism serve 
socialism; they are not demoralizing if their application is accompanied by 
appropriate political and legal relationships free of vacillation, if the 
immediate economic relationships are not shot through with unjustified and 
crippling viewpoints outside of economics. An economy which is not restricted 
in every minor detail can be more "understanding" of the needs of society. 

A correct policy with good tools of guidance can transmit social needs to 

the economy so that these needs can thus become the motive springs of economic 
development; without such a policy there can be no socialist economy. An 
economy guided by clever plans is not reduced to petty patronage. Thus the 
adaptability can be more flexible, the initiative more dynamic and performance 
is greater despite the greater risk. The consequence of a petty patronage, 
used in the place of planned guidance of the economy and decreasing the 
possibility for initiative, is that interests function not as a motive force 
but rather as a conservative or retrograde force because it follows from their 
objective existence that they must have some function. It is also a conse- 
quence that a significant number of the leaders and workers of economic 
Organizations and enterprises participate in production not as owners but as 
hired workers and they do not treat the tools of production as their own 
tools. 


In the future also the party will meet the greater demands being made of it 
in the guidance of society, playing the leading role among the allied working 
classes and strata, because with its principled policy it is able to justify 
every day, again and again, before every generation of society its fitness 
for leadership. It knows and it wants to know even better that developing 
society which it leads. It constantly watches to see in what questions 
agreement has developed on the basis of an identity of interests and whether 
the number and significance of these questions is great enough so that society 
can be regarded as politically united in the fundamental questions. It 
constantly watches to see if the number and weight of those questions in 
which there is or could be debate among the participants in the alliance is 
increasing or decreasing. It is one of the most significant achievements 

of socialist construction and an important result of the guidance work of 

the MSZMP that in the alliance, among the citizens--with the exception of a 
narrow circle--there is no debate about socialism itself, about the power of 
the worker class and the leading role of the party, about belonging to the 
community of socialist countries or about our international commitment 

which serves the development and defense of the country. There is a debate 
in a wide circle about worldview questions and especially about the practical 
tasks of socialist construction. 


The unity which has developed in fundamental questions must be defended. The 
communists should leave no doubt about their position on current concrete 
matters either. They should not think that “he fundamental questions can 

be regarded as historically settled and clos. ' once and for all or that the 
debate taking place in other questions is in.  ndent of them. Recent events 
have shown that thinking through every debated »olitical question leads to 
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the roots. Where the Marxist answer is late in coming elements cf vacillation 
can appear in socialist national unity. Where the Marxist answer is late in 
coming the alternatives offered by others can become the guide. It was one 

of the lessons of the great debates of the 1970's that in a few essential 
questions the Marxists were on the defensive, not infrequently rightist or 
"leftist" trends appeared under the title of Marxism and tried to give a 
theoretical answer to these questions while the Marxists were late with a 
convincing answer. This was true in the debates on petit bourgeois character, 
on the character of our society and on property relationships. 


It also appeared from these debates that there are still great tasks to be 
solved in fundamental questions of the political alliance and in the develop- 
ment of the theoretical conditions for determined and purposeful party 
guidance. The communists are not disrupting but rather are strengthening 
national unity if they sharply formulate their own Marxist positions in 

every matter among the trends gathered together in this unity. Socialist 
nationa! unity cannot be realized otherwise than by the courageous espousal 
of Marxist principles, cannot be realized without a confrontation with the 
various non-Marxist trends. The communists must know that people are 
willing to make an alliance with them on the basis of a truly profound 
conviction only if they leave no doubt about themselves in worldview questions 
and in concrete questions of principle or politics. Nothing can be achieved 
with a diffident Marxism in the case of those who, while they are not 
Marxists themselves, are able to respect the Marxists because they see that 
with the help of Marxist-Leninist theory one can achieve social results which 
are important for and recognized by everyone. 


Only the open behavior of the communists and the development and propagation 
of Marxist-Leninist theory create a secure foundation fcr the party so that, 
following its successful main political line, it can strengthen the political 
alliance with every stratum of society in every situation and create a 
political alliance within each newly appearing generation. Only thus can 

it be imagined that the various working classes and strata of socialism will 
join the socialist national unity with their activity, work and experiences. 
The hegemony of Marxism in this alliance is based on two things: that there 
are Marxists who can give creative answers to the problems of contemporary 
man and his society and that there are non-Marxists who agree with the Marxists 
in those political axioms which constitute the foundations of the system. It 
is our goal that the participants should enrich this developing unity 

without surrendering themselves, this unity in which the conditions for a 
further approach to the socialist goals are given and in which this approach 
is desirable. That unity which is guided by a leading force proven by theory 
and practice, the party of the worker class. 
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